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Welcome Message from President Pope

Fellow Lansing NAACP Freedom Fighters,

The Lansing Branch NAACP's Officers Executive Committee and Members
welcome you to our 57th Freedom Fund Dinner-themed "Thriving Together."

We thank you for your continued support and participation in tonight's
event.

We are excited for our first in-person event since COVID-19 prevented us
from doing so over the last three years. It was challenging as many of our
Freedom Fighters passed away, lost their jobs, and suffered many difficulties
due to the pandemic.

Today, we face politicians who believe they can write their narratives on right and wrong. They are
willing to say whatever they want to get elected. We also have politicians, legislators, and educators
who wish to rewrite history by making it seem like slavery was nothing more than an internship. We
face people willing to eliminate and ban books from the education system to support their false
narratives. We cannot sit by idly and watch these individuals destroy our nation. We must continue
fighting for freedom by uniting and voting in record numbers as we did in 2020. We cannot fight this
fight alone so become a member as we have so much work to do and need every Fighter available.

Congratulations to our 2023 Awardees:

Auset Pope - Up and Coming Youth Leader

Advance Peace Lansing - Community Service Organization

Lori Adams Simon - Branch Member

Senator Sarah Anthony - Trail Blazer

Fonda Brewer - Lansing Image Award

Dr. Patrick Edwards - Educator of the Year for Secondary Education
Christopher Rollins - Educator of the Year for K-12

Yolanda Bennett - President's Award

Congratulations to our scholarship recipients, Brandon Foster, Nia Long, James McCurtis, Ill, Jeriah
Rollins, Reginald Tyson, and Zavier Williams, as we wish them continued success in pursuing higher
education.

Finally, we thank all of you for believing in and Fighting For Freedom. We could not have done this
without you, our sponsors, friends, awardees, and scholarship recipients. We genuinely appreciate
our keynote speaker, National President and CEO Derrick Johnson.

We look forward to continuing with "Thriving Together."

Harold A. Pope, President
Lansing Branch NAACP




Lansing Branch
MNational Association for the Advancement of Colored Peaple
57" Freedom Fund Dinner Chair and Co-Chair

“Thriving Together”

We are truly honored to be this year's Lansing Branch NAACP 57"
Freedam Fund Dinner Chair and Co-Chair. This year's theme is
"Thriving Together” which is the absolute reflection of what the
branch's leadership has been working to achieve.

We are so blessed tonight as we have our National President and
CEQ, Derrick Johnson as our Keynote Speaker. He has been a
veteran activist who has dedicated his career to defending the
rights and improving the lives of Mississippians and now the
nation. Elected as the Mational President and CEO by the
executive committee of the National NAACP Board of Directors
on October 21, 2017, He continues to be an outstanding leader
of the Association and a role model to all Freedom Fighters.

We continue to highlight our youth as we have the youth council here with us tonight along
with the six scholarship recipients. We will also have a surprise presentation as our youth have
done an excellent job in growing and representing the MAACP here in Lansing. These young
members are more than our future, they are our "NOWI®,

We have a full and exhilarating evening as our program includes award presentations to
recognize outstanding community leaders who continue to make a difference here in our tri-
county area.

Lastly, we like to recognize the efforts of those members of the 57" Freedom Fund Dinner
committee who put the wark and commitment into making this event the success that it is.
Bringing this back to an in-person event was not as simple or easy as it would seem, and it is
without a doubt our pleasure to have worked with such a focused team.

| Harold A. Pope, Chair Fonda Brewer, Co-Chair
57" Freedom Fund Dinner 57" Freedom Fund Dinner




October 7, 2023

Lansing Branch NAACP
3105 S Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Suite 141
Lansing, MI 48910

Dear Friends,

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the 57th Annual Freedom Fund Celebration. As
my home community, your chapter holds a special place in my heart.

Your theme, "Thriving Together” is fitting for these historic times. [ am pleased to join you in
welcoming national President and CEO, Derek Johnson to Lansing. | applaud your efforts to
bring the community together in support of the Lansing Branch and its mission to promote social
justice in our communities, schools, and workplaces.

Thank you for reminding all of us that freedom should never be taken for granted. [ hope you
have a memorable evening.

Sincerely.

Debbie Stabenow

United States Senator




Wnited States Senate

October 7, 2023

Dear Friends,

I am pleased to join the Lansing Branch of the NAACP in welcoming vou to the Thriving
Together 57th Annual Freedom Fund Dinner. 1 would also like to give special recognition and
thanks to Mr. Harold Pope for making this event possible.

Dwuring this time that has highlighted racial and economic disparities, | am proud to
participate in this empowerment event. For over 100 wvears, the Lasing Branch of the NAACE has
helped individuals secure voting rights, develop as leaders, and pursue a college education. The
theme of "Thriving Together” could not be more appropriate for these challenging times. 1
applaud your continued commitment to the greater good and am grateful for the chance to join
vou in the fight for justice and equal opportunity for all in our great State.

Whether in schools, workplaces, our communities, or the halls of Congress, the NAACP
has stood at the forefiont here in Michigan and across our nation in the fight to advance policies
and practices that expand human and civil rights amd economic security. The tremendous
advocacy and support over the years is a testament to the leadership of the Lansing Branch of the
NAACE and its members.

Once again, [ appreciate the opportunity to welcome vou to the Lansing Branch of the

MNAACP's Thriving Together Annual Freedom Fund Banguet. I wish vou all a memorable and
inspirational evening and look forward to our continued work together.

Sincerely,

(b

Crary C. Peters
United States Senator




SARAH E. ANTHONY THE SENATE

STATE oF MICHIGAN

October 7%, 2023
3105 S Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Suite 141
Lansing, M1 48910

Dear Friends,

It is an honor to join the Lansing Branch National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) as it celebrates its 57" Annual Freedom Fund Dinner.

The theme tonight, “Thriving Together”, is a reminder of the power of connection as members of
a shared community. During the COVID-19 pandemic, many of us were physically separated
from our friends and loved ones. Now, as we return to in-person activities, such as tonight’s, we
should reflect on how we can use the power of our shared community to support the mission of
political, educational, social, and economic equality for all persons.

Tonight, let us celebrate and recognize the Lansing Branch NAACP for their 57™ Annual
Freedom Fund Dinner. 1 send my best wishes for your continued success.

Sincerely,

%W

Sarah Anthony, State Senator
Michigan’s 21 State Senate District
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Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist

Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist has dedicated his career to solving problems. An
engineer by training, he uses thoughtful innovation, progressive reform, and efficient
modernization of policies and programs to make the work better for hardworking families.
From spearheading campaigns for equality and justice to harnessing technology to solve
real problems, his focus has consistently remained on serving the public and getting things
done.

He brings a lifetime of experience to the task, receiving his first computer at age five and
setting up a computer lab in a Detroit community recreation center using computers that
he built himself at age 16. Lt. Governor Gilchrist studied computer engineering and
computer science at the University of Michigan, graduating with honors, and later had a
successful career as a software engineer at Microsoft, helping to build SharePoint into the
fastest-growing product in the company’s history.

Lt. Governor Gilchrist spent the next several years of his career as a social entrepreneur and
community organizer who helped people in communities across America realize their full
economic and political potential. Upon returning home to Detroit, Lt. Governor Gilchrist
worked in local government to make sure build systems that made the government more
responsive, transparent, and accountable to city residents. This experience prepared him
for a key priority: to bring Michigan’s state government fully into the 21st century on every
level.

As part of the Whitmer Administration, Lt. Governor Gilchrist has sought to address
injustice and inequity across our state at every level. From co-chairing the Michigan Joint
Task Force on Jail and Pretrial Incarceration to helming the Coronavirus Task Force on
Racial Disparities, these task forces have taken actions that saved lives and protect our
most vulnerable populations. Lt. Governor Gilchrist’s approach to addressing these
disparities is deeply rooted in fact-based practices, science, and connecting with
individuals across Michigan.

Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist and his wife, Ellen, reside in Detroit where they are raising
their twins, Emily and Garlin I1I, and daughter, Ruby.




DERRICK JOHNSON

PRESIDENT AND CEO

On October 21, 2017, the executive committee of the NAACP National Board of Directors elected
Demick Johnson President and CEQ. Demick Johnson formery served as vice chairman of the
NAACP National Board of Directors as well as state president for the Mississippi State Conference
MAACP,

A longstanding member and leader of the NAACP, Mr. Johnson will guide the Association through
a period of re-envisioning and reinvigoration.

Born in Defroit, Mr. Johnson attended Tougaloo College in Jockson, M5, He then continued onto
Houston, TX to receive his JD from the South Texas College of Law. In later yvears, Mr. Johnson
furthered his training through fellowships with the Congressicnal Black Caucus Foundation, the
George Washington University School of Political Management, and the Massachusefts Insfitute of
Technology [MIT). He has served as an annual guest leciurer at Harvard Law School, lending his
experfise to Professor Lani Guinier's course on social movements, and as an adjunct professor at
Tougaloo Coliege.

Mr. Johnson is a veteran activist who has dedicated his career to defending the rights and
improving the lives of Mississippians. As 5tate President of the NAACFP Mississippi State Conference,
he led crifical campaoigns for voting rights and equitable education. He successtully managed two
bond referendum campaigns in Jackson, M3 that brought $150 million in school building
improvements and 545 milicn towards the construction of a new convention center, respectively.
As a regional organizer at the Jackson-based non-profit, Southern Echo, Inc., Mr. Johnson
provided legal, technical, and training support for communities across the South.

n recognition for his service to the state of Mississippi, the Chief Justice of the Mississippi Supreme
Court appointed Mr. Johnson to the Mississippi Access to Justice Commission, and the Govemor of
Mississippi appointed him Chair of the Governor’'s Commission for Recovery, Rebuilding, and
Renewal after devastation of Humcane Katrina.

n the wake of Humicane Katrina, Mr. Johnson founded One Voice Inc. to improve the quality of life
for African Americans through civic engagement fraining and inifiatives. One Voice has spowned
an annual Black Leadership Summit and the Mississippi Block Leadership Institute, a nine month
training program for community leaders.

WWW.noacp.org




Lansing Branch NAACP
57th Freedom Fund Celebration

Director of Music
LaVonte L. Heard

Founder & Chief Executive Officer of Transcendence Performing Arts Center- Website:
www.transcendenceinstitute.com

Heard has been lauded all over the world for his
versatility in the Classical Repertory as well as his
"fiery" Gospel performances. "A thundering tenor”
is how he was described by a well-wisher, after his
performance of "You Are Good" with the Jeremy
Winston Chorale in Hamburg, Germany.

Since then, Heard has performed in numerous
concerts with major orchestras all over the United
States, South America, Europe, and Asia. Heard is a
proud member of Exigence Vocal Ensemble,
founded by Dr. Eugene Rogers and the Jeremy
Winston Chorale International.

He is also affiliated with the American Choral
Directors Association, National Association of

Teachers of Singing, National Association of Negro Musicians, the Arts Council of Greater

Lansing, and the Earl Nelson Singers Company of Lansing, MI. A dedicated Educator, Heard
served in the Lansing School District as a music teacher and then the Arts Program
Development Specialist. Heard is a sought after clinician having done masterclasses all over
the world, reaching youth of all backgrounds. Heard transitioned out of Lansing Schools into
the private sector in 2019 and founded Transcendence Vocal Arts Institute, which has grown
in emphasis to become the Transcendence Performing Arts Center in Lansing MI. Heard's
students have been heard in Concert Halls around the world including Carnegie Hall,
American Church in Paris, and the Municipal House in Prague, Czech Republic. Heard will be
the primary Voice Instructor in the TPAC Voice Studio, conduct Transcendence Singers and
priZzm Chorale, and teach Recording for Singers. He will also co- teach TPAC Gold Company
as a part of the Pandemic Partnership Program. LaVonté L. Heard is a graduate of The
Central State University in Wilberforce, Ohio (USA) where he studied with sopranos, Lee
Hoffman and Dr. Kathleen Allen. He began graduate work at Louisiana State University
where he studied with mezzo-soprano, Dr. Lori Bade. Mr. Heard is also a graduate of Central
Michigan University in Mt. Pleasant, Ml where he received the Master of Education Degree
in Educational Leadership.




Lift every voice and sing

Till earth and heaven ring,,

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the listening skies,

Let it resound loud as the ro]ling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us.
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,

Bitter the chaslcning rod,

Felt in the days when hopc unborn had died;

Yet with a stcad).' beat,

Have not our weary feet

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,

Till now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,

God of our silent tears,

Thou who hast brough: us thus far on the way;

Thou who hast b}' Th)' mlghl:

Led us into the light,

Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,

May we forever stand.

True to our God,

True to our native land.

—James Weldon Johnson, 1899




Brandon Marceal

Flautist Brandon Marceal has swiftly become a
standout figure in the realm of progressive jazz music,
infusing his performances with a distinctive essence
that resonates deeply with audiences across the United
States. Through his captivating melodies, Marceal

doesn't merely play music; he crafts intricate

conversations that traverse musical boundaries,

inviting listeners into a realm brimming with

harmonious frequencies and soulful connections. His
artistry exudes a soothing and sensual quality, leaving an indelible
mark on those who experience his performances.

An exceptional milestone in Marceal's journey came when he clinched

the title of "Sunday’'s Best Musician” in Ben Tankard's 2020
competition, an achievement that speaks volumes about his Inmense

talent. His evocative flute can be heard gracing Tankard's 2021
release, "Shine,” further solidifying Marceal's prominence as an artist.

Notably, Marceal's influence extends beyond genre confines, as he
gracefully infuses Gospel, Contemporary Jazz, and hip-hop/R&B with
his unique touch, earning him a reputation as a musical boundary-
pusher.

After dedicating decades to nurturing his passion for the flute,
Marceal has honed the art of using intonation to give his instrument a
voice that mirrors his own personality. His mastery over the flute
transforms it into a vessel through which he communicates his
emotions and thoughts, forming an intimate bond with his listeners.

At present, Marceal's single "Waay Up"” graces the airwaves of
SiriusXM Watercolors and local jazz radio stations, cementing his
presence in the music scene. With every note he plays, Brandon
Marceal continues to reshape and redefine the boundaries of
contemporary jazz, leaving an indelible imprint on the hearts and
minds of those who encounter his music.
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Auset Pope is the daughter of Mr. Larry and Mrs. Ramona Byrd-Pope and the
granddaughter of Mr. George Byrd.

Auset is a freshman at Central Michigan University. She is majoring in Graphic Design and
minoring in Photography. At Central, Auset has continued her aspiration in photography,
expanding on skills she developed in high school by furthering them with Verge Magazine,
the university's student-led magazine.

Auset is a 2023 graduate of East Lansing High School where she participated in many
school activities including the American Sign Language Club; Black Student Union; K-pop
Club; Latinx Club; Multicultural Club; Theatre Tech Crew; Marching and Symphonic Band;
and Writing and Photography for Portrait (the school newspaper).

Throughout Auset’s high school journey, she strived to connect and serve her community.
Her community involvement has allowed for various opportunities to serve the community
as a volunteer. As a member of Les Meres et Debutantes Club of Greater Lansing; Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. Delta Gems; GLAC NBPW Youth Club; and Grit, Glam and Guts:
she volunteered for the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday Commission Luncheon; 96.5 FM
School Backpack Giveaway; made doll clothes for the Salvation Army; made cards and
blankets for hospital and nursing home patients, and prepared food boxes for the Greater
Lansing Area Food Bank. During the COVID-19 shutdown, Auset made beaded support
bracelets for parents of babies in Sparrow Hospital’s NICU.

Auset is a leader and has taken opportunities to serve in leadership positions. Her school,
and community leadership opportunities include Vice President of The American Sign
Language Club; Co-founder of the K-pop Club; and Treasurer of the GLAC Youth Club.
While in Les Meres et Debutantes Club of Greater Lansing, Auset served as Debutante
President and Secretary.

Up & Coming Youth Award
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Christopher Dion Rollins, the youngest of 13 siblings, is a Clarksdale, Mississippi native.
* He completed his undergraduate degree in Psychology at Jackson State University and
received his Master’s in Counseling Psychology at Michigan State University. Chris has
- worked in social work, health, and educational fields. He is currently employed with the
Lansing School District for the last 23 years. He has Trauma certification, serves on the
crisis team with the Lansing School District, and was a certified trainer through the
Crisis Prevention Institute. Through the Ingham County Health Department, he has
served the community in multiple capacities: Lansing Police Department Gang
Taskforce, Neighborhood Youth and Parent Prevention Partnership, Teen Prostitute
Counseling Services, Certified HIV/AIDS Counselor, Alternative Education, Peer
Education Program, and a state-wide health Initiative for African American Male Health,
Teen Parenting, and Marriage Counseling Classes.

Chris has spent his life working with both male and youth ministry efforts for over 30 years.
He has worked with youth in the community in various roles — serving as a football and
track coach. He is currently an elder with The Turning Point of Lansing, a mentoring
program for African American young men, grades 7-12. He serves as an Associate Minister
and past Youth Pastor at Union Missionary Baptist Church, where Rev. Kenny Craig is the
Senior Pastor. He is a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Incorporated. He lives in Lansing
with his wife of 25 years, Hope Rollins, and three beautiful children who are in college in
various locations. His goal in life is to be better than he was yesterday with God’s Grace! One
of his favorite quotes is “operate out of your imagination, not your memory.”

Kducator of the year K - 12

Chpolopher [0l
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Dr. Patricia A. Edwards, a member of the Reading Hall of Fame and an NCRLL (National Conference on
Research in Language and Literacy) is a University Distinguished Professor of Language and Literacy in the
Teacher Education Department at Michigan State University. She received her B.S. in Elementary Education
from Albany State University (Albany, Georgia); her M.S. in Elementary Education from North Carolina A&T
University, her Educational Specialist in Reading Education from Duke University; and her Ph.D. in Reading |
Education from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She is a nationally and internationally recognized
expert in parent involvement, home, school, community partnerships, multicultural literacy, early literacy,
and family/intergenerational literacy, especially among poor and minority children.

She served as the Chair of the American Educational Research Association’s (AERA) Family, School,
Community Partnerships Special Interest Group and was elected as a member of the AERA SIG Executive
Member-at-Large Committee (2022-2025). She also served as a member of the Board of Directors from 1998 to
20010f the International Literacy Association (formally the International Reading Association), from 2006 to
2007 as the first African American President of the Literacy Research Association, and as the 2010 - 2011
President of the International Literacy Association.

She has published articles in highly refereed journals and authored two nationally acclaimed family literacy
programs including Change is Gonne Come: Transforming Literacy for African American Students (2010),
winner of the 2011 Literacy Research Association’s Edward B. Fry Book Award. Dr. Edwards is also the author
of Tapping the Potential of Parents: A Strategic Guide to Boosting Student Achievement Through Family
Involvement (2009), Children’s Literacy Development: Making It Happen Through School, Family, and
Community Involvement (2004), and New Ways to Engage Parents: Strategies and Tools for Teachers and
Leaders (2016), winner of the 2017 Delta Kappa Gamma Educators Book Award. A 2019 Teachers College Press
book, Partnering with Families for Student Success: 24 Scenarios for Problem-Solving with Parents, was
recommended for the 2021 AACTE Outstanding Book Award. She also has a forthcoming book Teaching with
Literacy Programs: Equitable Instruction for all (Harvard Education Press).

Dr. Edwards is a member of the Michigan Department of Education’s Family Engagement Stakeholders’
Taskforce. Dr. Edwards was named as the 2017-2018 Jeanne S. Chall Visiting Researcher at Harvard Graduate
School of Education. In 2019, she received the AERA Scholars of Color Distinguished Career Contribution
Award (senior level). She was recently appointed by Governor Whitmer to the 2020-2024 Michigan PreK-12
Literacy Commission. She was also awarded the 2020 Oscar S. Causey Award from the Literacy Research
Association (LRA) for her outstanding contributions to reading research. She is the first African-American in
the history of the organization to receive this award. She was also the first African-American President of LRA.
In 2022, Dr. Edwards was selected as a member of The HistoryMakers, the digital repository of the Black
Experience (www.thehistorymakers.org).

Educator of the Year
Higher Kducation
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Rdvance Peace

Lansing

In response to increasing firearm violence in Lansing Michigan, MPHI has partnered with
Advance Peace and the Ingham County Health Department to establish an Advance Peace
Peacemaker Fellowship. The approach uses the evidence-based practices of street outreach,

By mentoring, intensive case management, life skills training, cognitive behavioral therapy, and
subsidized employment to engage those at the center of gun violence.

The Advance Peace Lansing Peacemaker Fellowship is committed to ending gun violence and

promoting neighborhood safety and social cohesion by investing in the healthy development

and well-being of individuals at the center of gun violence. Our goal is to reduce gun-related
] violence by 40% in Lansing Michigan over the next three years.

Our Mission °
Advance Peace is dedicated to ending cyclical and retaliatory gun violence in American urban
neighborhoods. We invest in the development, health, and well-being of those at the center of
this crisis.

Our History
In 2009, the police department of Richmond, California, told Devone Boggan, then the
director of the city’s Office of Neighborhood Safety, that less than 30 men were responsible
for 70% of the city’s gun crime, which contributed to the city’s less than flattering distinction
of being ranked among the top 12 most dangerous cities in America. The following year,
Boggan responded by creating and launching the Peacemaker Fellowship™ model, which
would become the core of Advance Peace.

Learn more information about Advance Peace by visiting: https://www.advancepeace.org/

Community Service Organization Award
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https://www.advancepeace.org/

Fonda is a dynamic individual with a diverse and accomplished background. She currently J&%

anticipates the release of her first book, ""Bloom In Every Season," scheduled for winter 2023.

Fonda is also a valued influencer for MSU Wharton Center.

™ In October 2018, Fonda was appointed as a Trustee to the Delta Township Township Board, &

Ll later securing a four-year term in the 2020 Election. She takes immense pride in being the
mother of her adult daughter, Amanda Brewer.

*

Fonda's journey has been marked by remarkable twists, including her roles as a Human [las
Resources Director at Hanna Barbera Productions and Turner Broadcasting, as well as a
Human Resources Manager at Columbia Pictures. She returned to her home state of Michigan,
where she served as a manager in the Field Services department at the Michigan Education [
Special Services Association (MESSA) until her retirement in spring 2015. Notably, she also

served a four-year term on the Waverly Community Schools Board of Education.

Fonda is actively involved in several boards, including:

e Michigan Municipal League: MBC-LEO, 2nd Vice President

e Community In Schools of Michigan Executive Board of Directors

e NAACP Michigan State Conference Chair, Women In NAACP (WIN)

e NAACP Lansing - Executive Committee Member At Large

e Transcendence Performing Arts Center - Board of Directors

e Appointed by Governor Whitmer to the Board of Dentistry, where she serves as the Chair of
the Disciplinary Subcommittee

Fonda brings her passion for excellence to every endeavor she undertakes, and her journey is a
testament to her commitment to public service and community engagement.

Lansing Image Award

froude Dyeyer
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Lori Adams Simon is the President and Principal Consultant of SimonSezConsulting, LLC. She is an
award-winning Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Belonging executive who has been recognized by various
community-based organizations as a champion for racial and social justice, and the promotion of DEIB
throughout the region. Lori earned a Bachelor of Science in Social Science and a Master of Arts Degree
in Public Administration from Western Michigan University. Lori earned certificates in Diversity
Management in Health Care from the American Hospital Association’s Institute for Diversity & Health
Equity and Leading Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion from Northwestern University.

She is a 2022 graduate of the Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce Leadership Lansing program and
the Becoming Athena Leadership program. Lori is a true servant leader who is committed to giving
back to her community. She currently serves as a member of the Lansing Regional Chamber of
Commerce DEI committee, the Inclusion, Diversity, and Equity Advisory Council for Olivet College, the
Lansing School District Career and Technical EMS/Health Science Advisory Committee, the Lansing
Area Aids Network, and Lansing Community College’s Management and Leadership Advisory Council.
She is the Membership Chair for the NAACP Lansing Branch and DEI Chair for the Great Lakes Chapter
of the American College of Healthcare Executives. Lori is a Certified Tourism Ambassador for the
Greater Lansing Convention Bureau and served as President of the City of Lansing Board of Ethics for
the 3rd Ward.

Lori has received many accolades for her service to the Greater Lansing Community and was recognized
as a “Lansing Legend” by MacDonald Broadcasting System- 96.5 FM radio, a “Woman of Achievement”
by the Lansing Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., “11 in the 517: Women Leaders Who
Are Regional Trailblazers” by 517 Magazine, and the Xavier DeGroat Autism Foundation Community
Leader Award. Lori is a proud Diamond Life Member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. which is an
international public service organization founded in 1913. Lori is married to Scott Simon, and they are
the proud parents of an adult daughter Sophia Marie.

¥

Jutstanding Member Award
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Senator Sarah Anthony has always fought for equity and opportunity for all Michiganders, including the most

® vulnerable among us. Throughout her 20-year career in public service, Sarah has made history multiple times,
serving as mid-Michigan’s first African-American woman to be elected to the Michigan House of
Representatives and the Michigan Senate. In 2023, she became the first Black woman to chair the powerful
Senate Appropriations Committee.

LY As Chair of the House Democratic Caucus, she earned a reputation as a pragmatic, effective legislator, where she
| passed multiple bills into law with substantial bipartisan, stakeholder, and community support. She fights to
strengthen education, expand health care, reform Michigan’s criminal justice system, support workers, and
uplift small businesses. Under her leadership, she has passed bills addressing college affordability, workforce
development, support for veterans, and housing issues.

Before serving in the Capitol, Anthony was the youngest Black woman to serve on a County Commission in the
United States. During her time as a commissioner, Anthony served in many leadership positions, including
serving as Chair and Vice Chair of the board. She was a fearless leader for healthcare access, social justice, and
services for senior citizens and working families. In 2010, Anthony began a near-decade tenure as the Deputy
and Interim Executive Director of the Michigan College Access Network. There, she worked with school
districts, community foundations, business leaders, and nonprofit organizations to provide funding and support
for students. Her experience built her unique understanding of the barriers to higher education and economic
opportunity facing Michiganders today, as well as the compounding effect of the skills gap facing Michigan
employers. As State Representative, Anthony has partnered with her colleagues on both sides of the aisle and the
Governor’s administration to make real headway on the talent pipeline and pathway to economic success.

For her work in the Capitol, she has been recognized nationally in such publications as the New York Times,
Essence, The New Yorker, and Politico. She has been named “Legislator of the Year” by business, nonprofit,
education, and social justice groups.

Senator Anthony was born and raised in Lansing’s south side. She has a bachelor’s degree from Central
Michigan University and earned a master’s degree from Western Michigan University.

Trailblazer Award
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Yolanda Bennett began her career at a Fortune 500 insurance company.
She attended law school. She practiced at both the Lansing City
Attorney's Office and the Lansing Board of Water & Light. In 2021
Yolanda was elected Clerk of the Representative Assembly of the State
Bar of Michigan. She was recently sworn in as Chair of the same
organization on September 21, 2023, all while volunteering in the
Lansing community.

Yolanda holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Arizona State
University and attended Western Michigan, Thomas M. Cooley Law
School, earning both a Juris Doctorate and a LL.M. in Taxation. She also
possesses an impressive record of volunteer engagement ranging from
volunteering as a tax preparer for low-income families to participating
in road to restoration and expungement clinics.

Yolanda is currently an Attorney Advisor for the Social Security
Administration and Secretary of the NAACP Lansing Branch, with a
passion for advocating for people in historically underserved
communities.

Presidents Award
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Nicole R. Beard, PhD
Committee Chair

Congratulations to our 2023 “Free to Learn” Scholarship Recipients:

NAACP EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

Brandon Foster Nia Long Jeriah Rollins

James McCurtis lll Reginald Tyson Zavier Williams

To join our committee please visit

https://naacplansing.org/or email us as:
education@naacplansing.org
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The Freedom Fund
Committee

Left to right: Brenda Henderson, Sharon Civils, Harold A. Pope, Fonda Brewer, James
McCurtis, Jr., Toya Williams Absent in photo: Jon Scott, Dan Segalman, Charles
Stephens, Lonsani Kabba, Terence Brown, Michelle Miles
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Diamond Life Members

Gregory Eaton * Merrita C. Hunt Proctor * Willard Walker

Subscribing Diamond Life Members

Maxine Cain % Carolyn Ellis Logan % Eleanor Morrison % Penny Warner

Golden Heritage Life Members

Glender Anderson
Sharon Banks
John Charles Bennett
Edward Benson
Charles Blockett
John T. Boles
Jevelyn Bonner
Thomasina Hannah Canty
Ernest Christian
Delois Caldwell
Denise W. Chrysler
Melvin C. Coleman
Doris Copedge
Dulles Copedge
Sally Cornwell
Warren Culver
Paul Diane Cunningham
Anita Dawson
Helena DuBose
Pamela Eaton-Champion
Patricia A. Edwards
La Verne C Fluker
Delores Freeman
Myron S. Freeman
James Gill, Jr.

Susan Gill
Betty Gilmore
Everton C. Hawkins
Edith Powell Hayes
John Wesley Hearns
Alda L. Henderson
Martha Hudson
Marquis T. Hudson
Orjiakor Isiogu
Carrie B. Jackson
Robert James
Vernon L. Johnson
Georgia A. Johnson
Dorothy L. Lawshe
Frances Malloy
Ruth Maness
Dr. Blanche Martin
Lila Rose Martin
Judy Martin
Barbara Roberts Mason
Yvonne Young-
McConnell
Mary jane McGuire
Catherine M. Milett
Mary Mitchell
Mary Morton
Rosa L. Moss-Hargrove

Sati A. Nichols
Ronald A. Nichols
Char Parker
Eugene L. Cain Ph.D.
Maxie C. Jackson
Fred R. Porter
Paul Pratt
Mona Forbes Reide
J. Rhodes
Mildred E. Richardson
James Riley
Constance Ross
Iris K. Slater
Gloria Smith
Glennard Brent Smith
Gloria Stephens Smith
Linda M. Stober
Christopher Swope
Vivian L. W. Tansil
Elizabeth Turpin
Penny Warner
Octavia A. Watts
Fred Whiting
Virginia Wiggins
Winston Williams




Golden Heritage Subscribing Members

Harry E. Brewington

Thelma Evans

Charles Blockett
Joel L. Ferguson

Elizabeth Canady

Vernon L. Johnson

Erika Yvette Daniels
Eileen M. Letts

Matthies Evans, Sr.
Jerome L. Reide

Golden Life Members

William J. Brooks
Robert H. Moore

Freddie L. Dubose
Iris K. Salters

Golden Life Subscribing Members

Melvin C. Coleman
Mona Forbes Reide
Robert Green
Lettie Green

Dorothy M. Allen
Linda Appling
Johnnie L. Artis
Paula Humphries
Bailey

Hon. Laura Baird Esq.
Marta E. Barron
Wendell R. Barron
Melva Jeanne Baugh
Oliver Beamon

Kalei Beamon

Oliver Beamon
Patricia L. Beck
Janice Tolbert Bell
Walker Beverly
William L. Black
Willie R. Blair

David Michael Boles
Flora Boles

Brian Jackson

Carrie B. Jackson, Ph.D.

Joyce Jackson

Melvin S. McWilliams
Mary P. Morton

Gladys H. Scott
Sharon McWilliams

Maxie C. Jackson, Ph.D. Esq. Willie Sanders

Life Members

Rishan Butler
Nikia Butler

Delois W. Caldwell
Deanna Cambridge
Stuart Chavis, Esq.

Hon. Shauna Dunnings Chavis, Esq.

Hugh Barrington Clarke
Robert E. Creagh

R. Jean Davis-Culver

Ruth E. Dennis, Ph.D.
Cullen Dubose

Stuart J. Dunnings I, Esq.
Belva C. Eiland

Lonnie Eiland, Ph.D.
Kathy Fester

Chris S. Fitzpatrick

Nivla Fitzpatrick Greenberg
Ora B. Fuller

Harold S. Gazen

Angela Jones Bonham Betty Thomas Gilkey

Cheval Breggins
Jordan Brooks
Anne Brown
Reseather Bryant
Charisse Butler

Linda T. Goings
John G. Goodell
Joseph E. Graves, Jr.
Juanita P. Green
Charles W. Green, Jr.

Nivia Green, Ph.D.
Larry Griffin

Barbara B. Gunnings, Ph.D.
Celestine Ray Hart
Annette Haskins
Edward Havitz
Sandra Arlyn Hearns
Kinda Hearns

Kyle W. Hearns

Dara A. Hearns-Green
Janette F. Henderson
Brenda Henderson
Cordell Henderson
David L. Henderson
Cheryl S. Henderson
Myrtle Hendreix
Gilbert M. Hill

Dr. Timothy Hodge
David C. Hollister

I. Holmes

Jessie Hooper
Kenneth A. Hope
Samuel Hopkins
Martha Hudson
Paula G. Humphries

A. Louise Jackson
Martha C. Jackson
R. Jamille Jackson
Dorithy J. Jean
James Johnson
John W. Johnson
Vernon Johnson

H. Lynn Jondahl
Lee June

Albert Kelley

Clara Kohls

William N. Kritselis
Larry L. Leatherwood
Gerald Letts

Janet Smith Lewis
Lizzie Lindsay

Lizzie Lindsey

Rev. Eddie L. Lloyd
Samuel L. Mallett
Adner Marcelin
Gwendolyn Mcpike
Thomas Merchant
Helen Pratt Mickens
Erika Y. Daniels Millender
Charles A. Mitchell

NAACP Lansin
57th Freedom Fun
...~ Celebration -

: 'Saturd_a}-/: O_ctobélr” 2023
g 630 PM
Crowne Plaza Hotel -

925 CREYTS RD, LANSING, MI 48917




Life Members Continued

David R. Moore
Eddie A. Moore, Ph.D.
Marilyn Moore
Winifred Motherwell
Fannie Murchison
Sati Nichols

Daniel E. Nickerson, Jr. Esq.

Beverly Nettles, Esq.
James H. Norman
Carrie L. Owens

Robert A. Owens
Joseph Patterson, Ph.D.
Jeanette Patterson
Marion Peatross

Kathy Pennoni Fester
Eugene L. Pernell, Jr.

Marilyn M. Plumber Rodgers

John Porter
Paul Pratt

Evein T. Primes

Robert E. Proctor, Esq.
Rita Proctor-Canady
Muhammad Qawwee
Carrie Ray

Rossi Jo Ray-Taylor
Lawrence N. Redd, Ph.D.
MonaY. Reide, Ph.D.

Nanette Lee Reynolds, Ph.D.

Gilda Richardson
Ralph Riddle
Reginald G. Riddle
Roger R. Roberts
Mattie Robinson
Diana Rouse
Jesse Rouse, Jr.
Gary M. Ruffner
Willie J. Sanders
Selma L. Sanders

Hugh M. Scott
Celeste Shoulders
Frank Spagnuolo
Ajon H. Stokes

E. Mary Stokes
James Stokes

Hon. Wanda Stokes
Jessie J. Storey-Fry
Calvin E. Sturdivant
Coleman Sudduth
Ramakrishma Surapaneni
Donald Suttles
Abel Sykes

Gary L. Taylor

Rossi J. Ray Taylor
Dozier W Thornton
Chester Trahan
Gaven Trost

Anita Turner

Elizabeth Turpin

Doris A. Walker

Bevely Walker, IV
Claudine Walker

Hon. Cynthia Ward
Greg Ward

Jacqueline Warr
Michaelle L. Washington
Angela Jones Waters
Jonathan Watts
Clarence F. Weiss

Louis A. Westbrook
Louis Westbrook
Broderick Williams
Erick Williams

Robert J. Williams
Kevin David Wilson
Rudolph Wilson
Deborah Winfrey-Keene
Lyman Wing

NAACP Lansin
57th Freedom Fun
...~ Celebration -

: 'Saturd_a}-/: O_ctobélr” 2023
g 630 PM
Crowne Plaza Hotel -

925 CREYTS RD, LANSING, MI 48917

Subscribing Life Members

Johnnie L. Artis

Joseph E. Graves Edward M. Welch

George Dixie Robert E. Proctor

Silver Life Members

Glender Anderson
Pamela June Anderson
Clarke Anderson
Lyndon Babcock
Patrick W. Baker

E. Sharon Banks, Ed.D.
Elizabeth Barnes
Henderson Bodiford
Jevelyn Bonner
Jevelyn Bonner
William Brooks

Lesha Broomes
Michelle D. Busby
Eugene L. Cain, Ph.D.
Thomasina H. Canty
Cynthia Carnegie

Ernest J. Christian
Denise H. Chrysler
Donald Chubb

Sharon D. Civils
Shalyaah Conley

Doris Copedge

Dulles Copedge

Sally Cornwell

Marilyn Coulter

Paula Diane Cunningham
Frank S. Curtis

Anita Dawson

Pamela Eaton-Champion

Patricia A. Edwards, Ph.D.

Amel Eiland
Johnnie R. Eiland

Nivia Fitzpatrick Greene
La Verne C. Fluker
Delores King Freeman
Myron S. Freeman
Susan B. Gill

James F. Gill, Jr.
Everton C. Hawkins
Myrtle Hendricks
Marquis T. Hudson
Martha Hudson
Orjiakor Isiogu

Robert James
Carolynne Jarvis
Murdock Jermerson
Dorothy L. Lawshe
Samuel L. Mallett

Frances M. Malloy
Ruth Maness

Rev. Lila Rose Martin
Judy Martin

Thomas McCurdy
Mary Mitchell

Mary L. Mitchell Ph.D.
Charles L. Moore
Eleanor Morrison
Rosa L. Moss-Hargrove
Robert A. Owens
Charlotte Parker
IdaT. Pernell

Ida Yvonne Pernell
Mary Pollock
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Silver Life Members Continued

Harold Pope
Jennifer Pope
Edith Powell Hayes
Paul C. Pratt
Eugene Purnell
Reginald Riddle
James Riley
James R. Riley, Jr.
Rina Risper

Griffin Rivers Christopher Swope

Reese Robinson Vivian Tansil
Constance Y. Ross, Esq.
Jamil B. Scott Ph.D., MPH
Daniel Segalman

Myrtis L. Smith

Janet Smith Lewis

Leola Taylor

Bari Thomas

Hilton T. Thomas Phd
Dr. Lakeeya Tucker
Octavia A. Watts
Stephanie Whiteside
Fred Whiting

Howard T. Spence Esq.
Thelma J. Steed

Rev. Dr. Versay A. Williams
Shirley B. Willis

Carol Wood

Devin Woodfork

Yvonne Young-McConnell
Virginia Wiggins

Jason Wilkes

Winston Williams jr.

Subscribing Silver Life Members

Robbin Bell
Yolanda Bennett
Fonda Brewer
Roberta Cannon
Nedra Cannon
Beverly Curry
George Dixie
Patricia A. Edwards
Carlton Evans
Nicole Evans

Stanley Parker

Carmen Fahie
Glorietta Flakes
Worsie Gregory
John Hanley
Elaine Hardy
Robert James

Cheryl Mask

Mary Jane Mcguire
Williex E. Merritt Jr.
Mecca Mohamad
Mary Morton
Marlon Peatross
James Jay
Marcus Jefferson

Angela Philmore
James Riley Jr.
Paulette Carter Scott
Carol Siemon

Stephan Karpeletes
Wayne Lynn

Gloria Smith
Tyjuan Thirdgill
Bari Thomas
Mandi Tobias
Jacqueline Warr
Toni Wheeler
Ruby Wilkes

Lori Adams Simon
Elissa Slotkin

Bronze Life Members

Ansantew Reide

Asante Reide

Youth Bronze Life Members

Justin Proctor

Jade Walker

Quentin Yarber-Blodgett

Youth Junior Life Members

Sarahnell Armour
Kalei Beamon
Vence L. Bonham
Za'layah Bradley
Zay'vion Bradley
Hugh B. Clarke
Vivian Fahie
Raevyn Goode

Jeliyah Goode

Kayla Guthrie
Charlyn A. Henderson
Makai Jefferson
Edward Jones

Elijah Jones

Sariyah Jones

Eric Jones, Jr.

Savannah Kimbrough
Andrew Paul Littleton
Skylar Lonzo

Jude L. McCurtis
Jackson McCurtis

Hudson Morgan-Mclintyre
Taylan Purnell

Sunshine L. Morgan-Mclintyre, Jr.

Kendalyn Revis

Georgia Rivers

Michayla Rodriguez
Gabriella R. Stephens
Tristan Walker

Allen Williams

Jazmine Yarber-Blodgett
Maykayla Yarber-Blodgett




Corporate Members

Abood Abood & Rheaume
Life Member

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Kappa Delta Lambda Chapter
Diamond Life

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Delta Tau Omega Chapter
Diamond Life

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Chi Omega Epsilon Chapter
Golden Heritage

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. Sigma Upsilon Chapter
Life Member

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Lansing Alumnae Chapter
Golden Heritage

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. Epsilon Tau Chapter
Life Member

Lansing/East Lansing Links, Inc.
Diamond Life Subscribing

Friendship Baptist Church
Life Member

Mount Zion Baptist Church
Life Member

Trinity A.M.E. Church
Life Member

Union Missionary Baptist Church
Golden Heritage

Forben Cohen Properties
Life Member

Capitol Lodge Fam
Life Member

The Greater Lansing Area Club Of Nanbpwc, Inc.
Life Member

Black Catholic Ministry
Life Member

Christian Women's League
Life Member

Les Amies Club
Life Member

Socialites
Life Member

Starrs Black & Tan
Golden Heritage

The Esquire Club
Life Subscribing

The Socialites Club
Life Member

NAACP Lansm
57th Freedom Fun
: Celebration -

O 'Saturday; October7 2023

6:30 PM
Cr owne Plaza Hotel-
925 CREYTS RD, LANSING, MI 48917
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IFallen Social Justice Warriorsl

Diamond Life Members

Patricia Fitzpatrick Jurusha Hutchinson Bonham

Olivia Letts, Ph.D.

Joy Brown
Robert Brown, Jr.

Stuart J. Dunnings, Jr., Esq.
Hugh Faulkner Jones

Golden Heritage Life Members

Georgina Bennett

Paula Bonhan Daniels
Georgia L. Brown

Wilson J. Caldwell

Dr. Clinton Canady Jr.
Hortense Golden Canady
Cullen Dubose

Dr. William C. Bryant

Lillian D. McFadden, Ph.D.

Frederic Abood, Esq.
Wilfred H. Anderson
Vence L. Bonham Sr.
Elizabeth Brewington
Dr. Wilbur G. Brookover
Wyvonne Brown
Wonza A. Bullock
James F. Butler llI
Lee A. Canady, Sr.
Ivory Clinton

Lawton Connelly, Sr.
J. William Couch
Donal L. Cross

Honorable John Wayne Davis Esq.

Cullen Lanier Dubose Il
Albert Eaton
Lela May Eaton

Dr. Matthies Evans Sr.

Eva L. Evans Ph.D.

Thelma K. Evans

Loran N. Graham

Thomas S. Gunnings Ph.D.

Catherine Boggus Harrison
Dr. William Henry Harrison

Christine Hunter

Dr. Georgia Johnson

Joan Jackson Johnson Ph.D.
Norma Champion Jones
Richard Douglas Letts

Cyril A. McGuire

Marvin Ray

Mildred Richardson

James R. Riley Sr.

Rosetta Watts Roberts
Roland Starr

Rosetta West

Josephine Ferguson Wharton
Dorothy J. Wilson

Rudolph Valentino Wilson

Gold Life Members

Ruth H. Burton

Lyle M. McFadden

Life Members

Belva H. Eiland, Ph.D.
Leo Farhat Esq.
Deborah C. Fernandez
Horace T. Fletcher
Ann P. Fouts

John R. Fouts

John G. Goodell
Mauguerite K. Gooden
Reverend Joseph E. Graves
L. Margaret Groves
Alice Harding

George Harding
Annette Haskins
Edward Havitz
Reverend E.C Hawkins
Gilbert M. Hill

Jessie Hooper

Wilbur Howard
Thadius J. Jermany
Gloria Jones

Clara Kohls

Harold Kohls

Ruby Lett

Boyd Lewis

Callie Lewis

Rodney A. Lewis Sr.
Leonard Mcconnell
Maynard Merchant
Thomas C. Merchant
Robert Moore Sr.

Arthur Nakfoor

Donald N. Nickerson Ph.D.
Jacqueline R. Nickerson Ph.D.
Grady Porter

John W. Porter Ph.D.
Earl J. Powe

Evely T. Primes

Carrie J. Ray

Gilda F. Richardson

James F. Richardson

Geraldine Laws

Quintella N. Walker

Lee V. Richardson, Jr.
Ralph Riddle, Sr.

Roger Roberts

Mattie Robinson
Mahlon S. Sharp

Mattie Simmons
William Simpson

Luther Sims

Mary L. Sims

E. Mary Stokes

Abel B. Sykes, Ph.D.
Doris Walker Ph.D.
Ernest Wallick

Jennie Washington
Michaelle L. Washington
Johnathon Watts

Rev. Mattie Smiley Williams
Kevin D. Wilson
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Fallen Social Justice Warriors

Silver Life Members

Warren Culver Frank S. Curtis X Dr. Georgia Johnson

Rev. Clyde Carnegie, Ph.D.
Minister Edith Powell

Dorothy L. Lawshe Rev. Dr. Ruth B. Maness
Virgina Wiggins Shirley Willis

FOUNDED

NAACP Lansin

2 57th Freedom Fund .

..-Celebration -
Saturday October7 2023

. 0 6:30PM
C1owne Plaza Hotel -

925 CREYTS RD, LANSING, MI 48917




to Lansing Branch NAACP on their 57th
annual Freedom Fund Dinner. We're united
in the fight to end racial inequality!

‘nm? i W"

Harold A. Pope | President & Silver Life Member
Jennifer K. Pope | WIN Committee Chair & Silver Life Member
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Thank You

To The Lansing Branch NAACP For

Hosting The 57th Annual Freedorm Fund
Dinner And For Its Contributions To The

Corarunity

State Senator Sarah Anthony




The Membership of UAW Region 1D,
Steve Dawes, Director,

Scott Zuckschwerdt, Assistant Director,
Staff & Support Staff

Congratulate the

NAACP Lansing Branch
57th Freedom Fund Banquet

There is no power in the world thar can stop the forward march of free men and women when they are-
ioined in the solidarity of human brotherhood.

DeAN

Connecting People to Purpose

Walter Reuther

Dean is proud to support
the Lansing Branch of
the NAACP.

DRIVING
GREAIER
LANSING



Together we can.

" " : Community Mental Health Authority of
§ ‘ & Clinton, Eaton and Ingham Counties is proud
S Community & to sponsor the Lansing Branch NAACP’s 57th
%\ ;..T.—EUTTAL HEjﬁLlT}j‘ :51

@ &

Freedom Fund Celebration:
“Thriving Together!”

DIVERSITY ADVISORY COUNCIL

www.ceicmh.org
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Lansing Bran h

SOCIAL JUSTICE WARRIORS NEEDED!

Become a member of the NAACP Lansing Branch, and you'll join a

network of activists standing up to injustice, fighting back against
systemic racism, and answering the call for equality.

2025 NAALP 100 CLUB AWARD
2023 NARCP CENTENNIAL AWARD

There are various membership options for you, your family, and your organization:
Regular Adult (21 or older) 530.00
Youth Council #3773 (Up to age 20; Up to age 25 if in college or trade school.) $10.00
Women In the NAACP (WIN) (Available only to active members 510.00
Junior Life (Up to age 13) Youth Council #3773-5100.00
Bronze Life (Up to age 20) Youth Coundil #3773-5400.00
Silver Life $750.00 (Payable in annual installments of $75.00 or more)
Gold Life 51500.00 (Payable in annual installments of $150.00 or more) (Only available to
Silver Life Members)
Diamond Life $2500.00 (Payable in annual installments of $250.00 or more) (Only available to
Gold Life or Golden Heritage Life Members

Adult membership meetings are held monthly on the 1st Sunday at 4:00 pm.

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!
https://naacplansing.org/become-a-member/

Questions? Contact: membership@naacplansing.org

Website: https://naacplansing.org




Day of Celebration
Join us, January 15, 2024

DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING For more details visit
Lommiission of

Mid-Michigan mlkmidmichigan.com




CONGRATULATIONS

to Lansing Branch NAACP on their 57th annual
Freedom Fund Dinner.
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“torest )
e rg for more info.

Email WIN@NMCPLﬂnsing.o
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Women in NAACP (WIN) Committee
i Jennifer K. Pope | WIN Committee Chair
Lofi Adams Simon Fonda Brewer Celestine Ray Hart Michelle Miles
Glender Anderson Nicole Evans Brenda Henderson Carrie Owens
Yolanda Bennett Karen Harris-Parham Angela Hook LaKeeya Tucker

Toni Wheeler



CITY OF LANSING e
Department of Neighborhoods, Arts and Citizen Engagement

www.lansingmi.gov/180/Neighborhoods, Arts & Citizens Engagement

: COME AND VISIT US AT LETT'S COMMUNITY CENTER I

In January 2018, Mayor Schor issued his first executive order to create
the Department of Neighborhoeods, Arts and Citizen Engagement
(DNACE). The department focuses on three areas: engaging citizens,
advancing people and building neighborhoods. In 2022, arts was
included in the department. The department also houses the Office of
Financial Empowerment and the 311 Call Center.

The Department of Neighborhoods, Arts and Citizen Engagement
(DNACE)’s role in the city is to support neighborhoods by convening
community dialogues, delivering capacity building trainings, and
connecting civic organizations to resources. The DNACE also facilitates
the creation of arganizations and helps them build capacity so that
they can advocate for the changes and developments they wish to see
in their neighborhoods.

DNACE'S PROGRAMS

SERVE Lansing Neighborhood Clean Ups Walking Wednesdays NMeighborhood Resource Summits
Citizens Academy Neighborhood Bloom Participatory Budget Nights Neighborhood News

STUDENT ACCOUNTS VALUING EDUCATION Your One Call to City Hall

Lansing SAVE is a post secondary education savings By making one call to City Hall, Residents will no

account program for students in the Lansing School : :
District that automatically enrolls ALL incoming tongerineed toisearch for the appropriate ity

kindergarteners each year. department or agency to have questions answered
about services for their specific needs, 311 Agents will
Students Who: get the appropriate information to:
1.Have a savings account specifically for post- Schedule Inspections

secondary education Create Work Orders
2.Aware of their account’s financial goals Address Needs

3.Have $1 to $500 in their account HandLle Request Submissions
are more 3x more likely to pursue a post-secondary Affact Accotints

degree and are 4x more likely to graduate. Start and Stop Service

To give to students Answer General Quesitions

HOURS OF OPERATION:

MONDAY - FRIDAY

Contact Amber Paxton 8:00AM - 5:00PM
(517) 648-6643

amber.paxton@ lansingmi.gov




Congratulations!
Lansing Branch of the NAACP Celebrating the
57" Freedom Fund Celebration

“Thriving Together”

My mission in life iz not merely to survive, but to thrive and to do so with some
passion, some compassion, some humor, and some style.”
— Maya Angelou

Remembering... >

Mrs. Jerusha H. Bonham ;

MAACP Diamond Life Member
Y and

g Myvr. Vence L. Bonham, Sr.

Lansing Branch President 1965-1972

Wife/Husband; Mother/Father; Educators; Civil Rights Advocates
Lifelong Fighters For Civil Rights

The family of Mr. and Mrs. Vence L. Bonham, Sr.
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The Lansing Branch of the NAACP

on its

57th Freedom Fund Dinner

Presidemt
Mettavia Db Carry
Treasurer
Angela C. Moore

Asst, Financial Secretary
Veronica W. Johnson

Hostess
Cathleen J. Dungy

Margaret B. Alston
Sarah E. Anthony
Tanesha Ah-Shakoor
E. Bharon Banks
Jerusha H. Bonham
Marilyn Skinner Britt
Elnora K. Bryant
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Congratulations to

the Lansing Branch NAACP
on its
57t Freedom Fund Celebration

“Thriving Together”.




The Epsilon Tau Sigma (ETS) Chapter of Phi
Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc salutes the
Executive Committee and members of the
Lansing Branch of the NAACP on your 57th
Freedom Fund Celebration. Your steadfast
commitment to ensure equality for all
citizens and your mission to eliminate and
remove all barriers of racial discrimination is
admired by all whose lives you have touched.
The Men of Sigma Salute You.



UNION MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHUHBH

But let justice roll down as waters,e
righteousness as a.

WORSHIF SEHVIBE

500.8. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., BLVD
LANSING, MI 48915

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9:00 AM
~ WORSHIP SERVICE @ 11:00 AM

SENIOR PASTOR.
C@&.%M@y/ &o‘@d// ‘@&WM“@W@/

www.umbclansing.org | 517-485-7705 () @)




LEARN ABOUT

OLIVEGdirect:

at THE UNIVERSITY OF OLIVET

Direct Admission & Reduced Tuition

;.L' . The University of Olivet is pleased to partner with the Lansing
School District for Olivet Direct! our streamlined admission process
The University of Olivet that also makes college more affordable with free or reduced tuition.

is proud to be a Lansing
Promise institution.

Scan the code to learn more about Olivet Direct! >>

Be MORE. Do GOOD.

THE UNIVERSITY of UOlivet.edu
800-456-7189 L I‘ rE T 320 S. Main St.
admissions@UOlivet.edu Olivet, MI 49076




" NAACP Lansing Freedom Fund & The UpliftOur Youth Foundation A
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21st Annual Uplift Our Youth
Fund Raising Dinner Thur. October 12, 2023
Crown Plaza ¢ Lansing

Please join us in honoring our 2023 Youth Advocate, Carolyn Stone, PhD,
and Spotlighting two young people, Bryce Brown and Nia Lynette Long




Congratulations Lansing Branch NAACP DR
on your 57" Annual Freedom Fund Dinner

Zecta Phi Beta Sorority,Inc
Theta Rho Zeta Chapter

Salutes the NAACP




Friendship Baptist Church

Vision Statement: A Church of Love Who Helps People Know Jesus!
Mission Statement: To Grow in Christ and in Service fo the Community!

AINMCP Golden Heritage Life Member

— - . ==
Celebrating 89 Years!
2912 Pleasant Grove Road
Lansing, Michigan 48910
(517) 394-6369- (517) 394-6960- Fax
website: friendshipbaptistlansing.org email: friendshiptistiansing@gmail.com

Congratulations
to the NAACP - Lansing Branch
57t Annual Freedom Fund Celebration

“We're On A Mission!”
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JOIN US IN PERSON OR TELECONFERENCE SERVICES
9:30 AM Sunday School  11:00 AM Worship Service

(605)468-8725 (701)801-1211
Access Code: 953202% Access Code: 272951608%

Rev. James Douglas, Interim Pastor
Rev. Samuel Johnson, Senior Associate Minister
Deacon James Yarborough, Chairman, Deacon Board
Deaconess Sallie Flanders, President, Deaconess Board
Deacon Donald Suttfes, Chairman, Trustee Board
Brother Eugene Permnell, PhD, Superintendent, Sunday School
Sister Patricia Filzpatrick, President, Missionary Department

An IR5 5018{3) Letter-Exempt Non-Profit Organization




Congratulations
Lansing Branch NAACP on celebrating
your 57th Freedom Fund Dinner

Thriving Together!

Main Campus 1560 Turf Lane, East Lansing
South Campus 1100 South Cedar, Mason

517-484-3000

www.alliance-obgyn.com
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CONGRATULATIONS

TO THE

O YOLUR

THANK ¥YOU FROM THE CITY OF LANSING TO THE
LAMSING BRANCH OF THE MAACP FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP
AMD EFFORTS TOWARD EQUALITY, EQUITY, POLITICAL RIGHTS
AMD SOCIAL INCLUSION WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY.

MAYOR ANDY SCHOR EI

(LLAIE ]
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Bethel :
COMMUNITY M
SEVENTH-DAY - -

ADVENTISTCHURCH “*LOOK AT GOD"™”

Join us as we celebrate!

SATURDAY, OCT. 14, 2023

PASTOR LEON BRYANT PEARL JOHNSON RUPERT BUSHNER MICHAEL FLETCHER CHORALE

G0 SR e B e L e
10:00AM SABBATH SCHOOL
11:45AM DIVINE WORSHIP & MORTGAGE BURNING SERVICE
5:00PM CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM & JUSTICE CONCERT

4817 Bristol Street, Lansing, Ml 48910 517.484.2943

www.bethelsda.church @bethelsda.church




Congratulations
NAACP Lansing Branch
on your 57 Freedom Fund Dinner

Thank you Lansing/East Lansing community for the
great years
of friendship and support.

Rishan Maxwell Butler
James Walter Butler, lll (posthumously)



RINITY AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

God Our Father I Christ Our Redeemer | Holy Spirit Our Comforter | Humankind Our Family
We invite you to worship with us » 10:30 a.m. Sunday Family Worship Service

Trinity A.M.E. Church
wishes to Congratulate
The NAACP Lansing
Branch, 57" Freedom

Fund Celebration!

May the world
continue to be
blessed because
of your efforts

Rev. Lila R. Martin, Pastor

Trinity A.M.E. Church

3500 West Holmes Road + Lansing, M| 48911
Office: 517.882.5722 « Fax: 517.882.9755

Email: churchadmin@itrinityamechurch.net




ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY, INC.®
KAPPA DELTA LAMBDA CHAPTER &
THE KDL FOUNDATION
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KDL Foundation
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LANSING BRANCH NAACP ON ITS
57TH FREEDOM FUND CELEBRATION.
THANK YOU FOR CONTINUING
TO ADVANCE THE
GREATER LANSING COMMUNITY
AND BEYOND!

FOR UPCOMING EVENTS VISIT OUR SOCIAL MEDMA
#LANSINGALPHAS

(=]} LANSINGALPHAS

ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY, INC,
f KAPPA DELTA LAMBDA CHAFTER



Faith Fellowsh
Baptist Church

A Place to Belong, A Place to Become

SERVICE TIMES

Morning Prayer Sunday 9:45 am.
Sunday School Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Sunday 11:00 am.
Children's Church Sunday 11:45 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

517-853-9897
FOR A RIDE

Congratulations on your 57th Freedom Fund Dinner.
Continue to fight for social injustice.

< EASTSIDE COMMUNITY
ACTION CENTER

Ph: 517-853-0414

Dr. Stan Parker,
Executive Director

+ After School Action Program » Personal Adjustment Counseling

» Faith Food Pantry * Inspire to Achieve Youth Mentoring
+ Community Clothing Closet * Free 1-on-1 Student Tutoring

+ Housing Opportunity Program « Community Garden

+ C.O.P.E Community Re-entry + Off The Streets Youth Anti-Violence

Program Program




CONGRATULATIONS

TO THE

LANSING NAACP

QRIS

57TH FREEDOM FUND

.
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INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS

Gabrielle Lawrence, Caucus Chair Todd Tennis
Myles Johnson, Caucus Treasurer Mark Polsdofer
Ryan Sebolt, BOC Chair Thomas Morgan

Chris Trubac, BOC Vice Chair Robert Peina

Mark Grebner Irene Cahill

Victor Celentino Simar Pawar




I'n Recognition of the NAACP
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People -Lansing Branch
2023
57t Annual Freedom Fund Celebration

“Thriving Together”

2023 Cansing City Councel
Council President Carol Wood
Council Vice President Jeremy Garza
1% Wand Councdl Member Byan Kpst
3 Wand Council Member Adam Hussain
&% Ward Council Member Brian T, Tackson
At-Large Council Member Jeffrey Broun

Ar-Large Council Member Feter Spadafore
At-Large Councel Member Patricia Spitcley

Lansing City Hall - 124 W Michigan Avenue, 10" Flaor
Lansing, MI 48%33
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CO ngra tu a tZ.O nS From the Men of the
Sigma Upsilon Chapter of

NAACP - Lansing Branch Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

on a successful 57th Freedom Fund Dinner

BRO.
CHRISTOPHER
ROLLINS

Educator of the Year
K-12 Education

From the Men of the Sigma Upsilon
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.




CONGRATULATIONS LANSING CHAPTER — NAACP
ON THE 57™ ANNUAL FREEDOM FUND DINNER
: U<

‘MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE 2024

LANSI JUNETEENTH
eéémm

JUNE 13-15, 2024 — Lansing, Michigan

Visit our website to learn more about Pre-Juneteenth Events

and the Juneteenth Celebration Weekend:
orship * Advertisement * Vendors * Annual Essay Competition * Parade Participation

i 1AL AL

Wriggelsworth

TN INGHAM COUNTY SHERIFF

CTE Scott Wriggelsworth
Ingham County Sheriff
PO Box 77 Holt, Ml 48842



Proud to support

the NAACP
Freedom Fund
Celebration

DOUG LLOYD

EATON COUNTY PROSECUTOR
Protecting the rights of victims

www.prosecutingattorney.info (517) 543-4801
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REDUCING GUN VIOLENCE, HOLDING OFFENDERS ACCOUNTABLE
AND ENSURING EQUAL JUSTICE FOR ALL

JOHN J. DEWANE
INGHAM COUNTY PROSECUTOR



In honor of my
public school
AN COBEIT SR teach ers: to

CONGRATULATIONS

TO THE LANSING BRANCH OF THE MNATIONAL ASSOCIATION

FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE (NAACPF) w h o m I Ow e

57™ ANMUAL FREEDOM FUND CELEBRATION

| COMMEND THE LEGACY OF THE LANSING CHAFTER FOR
YOUR COURAGE AND STEADFAST WORK IN THE COMMUNITY

TO ENSURE FAIRNESS AND JUSTICE FOR TC ALL OUR CITIZENS
AS WE THRIVE TOGETHER IN 2023,

"THE UL TIMATE MEASLIRE OF A MAN IS NOT WHERE HE STANDS IN MOMENTS OF
COM, rﬂ"\‘i‘-"l"\-DCO"rl-L'\'n'L\'Lr_ BUT WHERE HE STANDS AT TIMES OF CHALLENGE

success in life.

DR, MARTIN LUTHER KiING JR.

In Memory of
Barney Cohen
1889 - 1965 Best Wiches!

FOR YOUR ANNUAL FREEDOM FUMD CELEBRATION

STATE REFRESENTATIVE

ANGELA WITWER

HOUSE AFPROFREIATIONS CHAIR

Refugee
WWI Veteran
NAACP Member

(517} 373-0822 - REPWITWER.COM
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The Lansing Alumnae Chapter of *
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
sends its heartfelt

66

o - ] As a proud member of Lansing
W BT o - -. _ NAACP | extend heartfelt
- — congratulations on our 57th
. Q Freedom Fund Dinner, dedicated

to the to "Thriving Together” to serve

Lansing Chapter of the NAACP our region.
on a wonderful

Fonda Brewer
NAACP‘Michigan State Confereneg;

Women In NAACP (WIN)Chair

on your 57" Freedom Fund Dinner

(@Uefc@me

National NAAGP President
Derrick Johnson to our Gapital City

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

« EMILY DIEVENDORF

HOUSE DISTRICT 77




The Law Office of
Melvin S. McWilliams PC

“a professional legal services corporation™

For to be free is not merely to cast off one's
chains, but to live in a way that respects and
enhances the freedom of others.

-Nelson Mandela-Former President of South Africa

b4

Attorney Melvin 5. McWilliams
Mational Bar Association Hall of Fame Inductes 2019

- g‘ - _

Office Park West
612 5. Creyts Rd., Suite D
Lansing, MI 48917-8266
Telephone: 1.517.485.0573 Web: www.mecwilliamsdlaw.com

Email: msmi@mcwilliams4law.com

Dr. & Mrs. Eddie (Marilyn) Moore
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Encourage all to Vote.

N

Yes, we all can.




HOWARD T. SPENCE, ESL4L.

A BLACK PROGRESSIVE VOICE BLOGGING FOR THOSE
WHO HAVE NO VOICE...

@BLACKGOLDBLOGGR (Twitter)
@COMMISSIONERHTS (Twitter)
@MinorityADR (YouTube)
WWW.Facebook.com/Howard.Spence.921/
HTTPS://BLACK-GOLD.ORG

BLACK-GOLD.ORG
- HOWARD'S
PERSONAL BLOG

COMMUNITY i)

Howard Spence's Black-Gold Political,
Legal, and Activism Blog liberal blog




Honorable Wanda M. Stokes

Ingham County Circuit Court

Congratulations

to the Lansing Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP)

“57% Annual Freedom Fund Celebration”

I commend the legacy of the Lansing chapter for your courage and steadfast
work in the community to ensure fairness and justice for to all our citizens as
we thrive together in 2023.

“The ultimare measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, bur
where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.”

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Congratulations Ingham County Probate Court
NAACP Lansing Branch Chief Judge Shauna Dunnings

Celebrating on your 57
Freedom Fund Dinner

GREATER LANSING AREA CHAPTER

Dedicated to voter registration, voter
education, Civic Engagement for
Hispanic/Latino & area communities

“If you want to Lift vourself up, hft up
For more information, please contact: EE)
Maria Van Core, President at 517-712-7056 someone else.




Prince Jerold Solace

President E \ |
JUSTICE LEAGUE  ».0. Box 12105

REPAIRING THE BREACH 517-614-5026

OF GREATERLANSING T ansing, Michigan 48901 ‘
JusticeLeagueglm@gmail.co \

Congratulationsitoithe]NA'ACP Lansing?\ﬁBg'qgr| In| Icﬁ’
Fund Celebration! 1§

onjyour57th: {

HERE FOR YOU |

:30AM-7:00AM I2Noon 5:-"\’;};'@F3Iv 5:30PM 6:00PM 11:00PM
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A. Philip Randolph Institute
APRI Lansing Chapter
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"INSTITUTE
= Roberta Cannon
: PO Box 12041, Lansing, MI 48901-2041
\. H: 517.337.9359 » C: 517.881.2935 « F: 517.337.1199

robertacannon@att.net
= @ ez



Event Sponsors

L/AFEU

Diversity Equity Inclusion

LISTENING ALLOWS FOR CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING

Connecting People to Purpose

Community

MENTAL HEALTH
CLINTON * EATON * INGHAM




to the Lansing Branch NAACP on their
57th Freedom Fund Dinner. Additional
salutations to the awardees,
scholarship recipients, and the youth
council.

Proud Youth Table Sponsor



