




CHARLES ALEXANDER CAMPBELL
1ST PRESIDENT OF THE 

 

Charles Alexander (C.A.) Campbell was a notable
resident of Lansing, Michigan. He spent his childhood in
Lansing and became a significant African American
political leader in the state. Additionally, he was active in
various fraternal organizations and church activities for
the colored community.

CA was the only son of Louis and Susan Campbell and was born in East Tawas on
February 14, 1872. He attended school in Lansing and always had the respect of
the people of the community. He was employed for some time on the private car
of the Bate C. W. Luce, Central Michigan Railroad superintendent. 

In 1907, Mr. Campbell began working at the Department of State. Later, he
worked with the Department of Labor and Industry. His rise in political and
fraternal circles was phenomenal and rapid. He held high positions in the Masonic
organization and served in a manner so noteworthy as to merit his election to the
33rd and last degree in Masonry, also he was a member of the executive council
of the negro division of the Republican National committee. 

He was initiated into the order of Colored Freemasons in 1908. In October 1913 he
married Mrs. Lucy Collins and was an active member of George. R Collins A.M.E.
Church being a Trustee and Secretary of the official board. He was prominent in the
colored Masonic fraternal order having been master of the Prince Hall Capitol
Lodge #8 and later served as Grand Master of Michigan, 2 years as Potentate of El
Karnak Shrine temple, and as Secretary of the Peninsular 



Consistory #44 Lansing. He was elevated to the 33  Degree of Mason who holds
the highest honorary rank in the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. 

rd

Mr. Campbell served as the 1  President 1919-1920 of the NAACP Lansing
Branch. 

st

For three years Mr. Campbell served as state supervisor for the Insurance Co. of
Chicago and through his activities built up an excellent sales force in Michigan. It
was through his political activities that Mr. Campbell won state and country-wide
recognition as an outstanding member of the Negro race. In September 1917 he
entered the services of the State Department of Labor, under Richard H, Fletcher,
Commissioner and served in that department continuously until February 1927
having advanced from janitor to clerk then to Special Industrial Agent and finally
to the office of Director of Negro Welfare and Statistics of the State, an office
which through Mr. Campbell's persistent efforts, was instituted in 1924 by
Governor Alex J. Grosbeck. 

KNOWN NATIONALLY 
During this time, he won the recognition of outstanding politicians of both parties
being a member of the executive council of the Negro division of the Republican
National committee. In this capacity he was associated with such leaders as William
C. Matthews of Boston, late Assistant Attorney General of the United States,
William T. Francis of St. Paul, now United States Minister to Liberia, Col. Roscoe C.
Simmons of Kentucky of oratorical fame and others. He also numbered among his
friends and associates some of the foremost political and fraternal men of the
state. 
President Campbell died on Thursday, August 15, 1928, and he was interred at Mt.
Hope Cemetery in Lansing, MI. Besides his widow Mrs. Lucy Campbell, he was
survived by his mother Mrs. Susan Campbell, a daughter Mrs. Mae Taylor, a step-
son George R. Collins all of Lansing; a step-daughter Mrs. Margaret Webb of
Chicago, a half-sister Bernice Jackson of Chicago and eight grandchildren: Charles,
Jean, Elizabeth and James Brown; Laurabel, Roland, Frederick, and Janet Taylor who
is the mother of the Honorable Judge Shauna Dunnings. 
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slaughtered, 

Out from the gloomy past, 

'Til now we stand at last 

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

True to our God, 

True to our native land.

Led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,

our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;

Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 

May we forever stand, 

Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the list'ning skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

Let us march on 'til victory is won. 

Yet with a steady beat, 

Have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the

God of our silent tears, 

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;

Thou who has by Thy might 

Stony the road we trod, 

Bitter the chastening rod, 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

God of our weary years, 

Lift every voice and sing, 

'Til earth and heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 

“Lift Every Voice & Sing”

James Weldon Johnson (1900)
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WE’RE ON A MISSION! 

 Sincerely,
James McCurtis, Jr., President 

October 11, 2026 

Dear Freedom Fighters and Supporters of the NAACP Lansing Branch: 

On behalf of the NAACP Lansing Branch and its Executive Committee
members, it is with great honor and pleasure that I extend a warm welcome to
our historic 60th Annual Freedom Fund Dinner. 

We thank you for your generous support and participation in this evening’s
exciting occasion. 

Our theme, 'We the People,' is fitting for today's special event. These first three
words of the U.S. Constitution represent both the strength of our democracy
and the power we hold as a people. It's also a reminder that our democracy is
only as strong — or as fragile — as the people responsible for upholding it.
Consequently, we are living in a time when the tower of democracy and the
pillars of civil rights are being chipped away — one letter, one bill at a time. 

When the Lansing Branch held its first Freedom Fund Dinner 60 years ago, our
nation had not long before enacted the landmark Voting Rights Act, which
prohibited racial discrimination in voting. This year, the Supreme Court
dismantled a core protection of that law, effectively giving states greater
latitude for gerrymandering and eliminating African American representation
in congressional districts. Furthermore, this administration has eliminated DEI
programs, imposed damaging economic policies, and made deep cuts to health,
education, and social programs. 

In the Greater Lansing area, our branch continues to fight against police
brutality and advocate for fair housing, healthcare and education. 

The shining light is our power to vote. Join us at the polls for the midterms.
Let's charge forward with the passion, the hard work, and the unwavering
strength that will impact our community for the greater good. 

Congratulations to our awardees and our scholarship winners. And to you, our
supporters and freedom fighters — thank you for joining us as we celebrate
107 years of fighting for civil and human rights in the Greater Lansing area. 
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We are honored to serve as the 2026 Co- Chairs of the NAACP Lansing Branch
60th Freedom Fund Dinner.

Under the theme “We The People,” we are gathering to reclaim the promise of a
nation that belongs to ALL of us.  We The People have work to do: civil rights to
demand, an election to prepare for, and culture to celebrate.

We are privileged to welcome our esteemed keynote speaker, Mr. Roland Martin,
an award-winning journalist, author,and media trailblazer widely recognized as a
definitive voice in modern news,politics, and culture.

Tonight, we will recognize outstanding chapter members, youth council
members, and community leaders who continue to make a profound difference
in the Greater Lansing Area.

Finally, we extend our deepest gratitude to the Freedom Fund Dinner Committee.
Their tireless work and commitment have made this evening a success.

Lori Adams Simon
Co-Chair, 60th Freedom Fund Dinner

James McCurtis, Jr.
President

Jennifer K. Pope
Co-Chair, 60th Freedom Fund Dinner

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
Lansing Branch 

60  Annual Freedom Fund Dinner th

“We The People” 
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October 11, 2026 

Yvonne M. White 
President, NAACP Michigan State Conference 
Assistant Treasurer, NAACP National Board of Directors 

Dear NAACP Lansing Freedom Fighters & Supporters: 

On behalf of the state officers, Executive Committee members, and units of the NAACP
Michigan State Conference, it is with great honor that I extend heartfelt greetings to the
NAACP Lansing Branch on the momentous occasion of your 60th Annual Freedom Fund
Dinner themed: “We the People.” Special congratulations to Ms. Glender Anderson, State
Conference Area Director, for receiving the Volunteer of the Year Award. Well deserved! 

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) has been on the
front lines of change, progress and advocacy for 117 years and we’re committed to
dismantling racism and disrupting inequality to create a society where all people can truly be
free. We advocate, agitate, and litigate for the civil rights due to Black America. 

Our legacy is built on the foundation of grassroots activism by some of the biggest civil rights
pioneers of the 20th century, and is sustained by 21st century activists. From classrooms and
courtrooms to city halls and Congress, our network of members across Michigan and the
country works to secure the social and political power that will end race-based discrimination.
That work is rooted in racial equity, civic engagement, and supportive policies and institutions
for all marginalized people, and we’re committed to a world without racism where Black people
can enjoy equitable opportunities in thriving communities. 

We strongly encourage you to join us in the “Fight for Freedom” and spend your money where
you're respected. Support the NAACP and Black-owned businesses, and demand big
corporations/companies prioritize people over profit. We must continue to advocate for
policies that ensure people of color, women, veterans, those with a disability, and all protected
groups have equal access to opportunities across the country. And more importantly, in order
to choose liberty over oppression, we must “Take Our Soles to The Polls & VOTE,” the choice is
ours! 

To President James McCurtis, officers and entire membership, thank you for all that you have
done, and will continue to do, to help advance the civil rights and social justice agenda in
Michigan. Congratulations on celebrating 107 years of championing civil and human rights
issues in the greater Lansing area, and best wishes for a successful event. 

#WeThePeople! 

Stay Connected:

8220 Second Avenue, Detroit MI 48202 • (313) 835-9671 Phone •
 
info@minaacp.org Email •  www.minaacp.org Website



OFFICE OF MAYOR ANDY SCHOR
124 W. MICHIGAN AVE. - 9TH FLOOR

LANSING MI, 48933 

Andy Schor
Mayor 

October 11, 2026 

DearFriends: 

It is an honor to join the leadership and guests of the Lansing Branch of the NAACP at this 60  Annual
Freedom Fund Dinner. For generations, the NAACP has worked tirelessly to secure civil rights for millions,
and that vital work continues today. 

th

Founded to ensure a society where every individual can live free from racial discrimination, the NAACP
remains a driving force for equality in communities across the nation. As a long-time member of one of its
more than 2,000 chapters, I am proud to support our Lansing branch by listening closely to community
concerns and helping advance these shared goals here at home. 

A warm welcome to this year’s special guest, Roland Martin. Our community is energized and honored to
celebrate this milestone with you. Your leadership and dedication strengthen the movement for justice
nationwide. We are grateful for your presence as we recognize progress, 
inspire action, and continue the pursuit of lasting equality. 

Congratulations to the NAACP leadership on another outstanding event and thank you for your decades of
service to the greater Lansing region. 

Sincerely, 



Roland S. Martin 

Martin is the host and managing editor of 
#RolandMartinUnfiltered, the first daily online show in history focused on news and analysis
of politics, entertainment, sports, and culture from an explicitly African American
perspective. It launched on Sept. 4, 2018. 

On Sept. 4, 2021, Martin launched the Black Star Network, an OTT network that features a
variety of shows focused on news, culture, finance, wellness, history and wellness. BSN is
available on Apple and Android phones; Apple and Android TV; Roku; Amazon Fire, XBox One
and Samsung TV. For the last two years, Martin produces a twice daily commentary on
iHeartRadio’s Black Information Network, heard on nearly 40 stations nationwide. 

Martin is the author of four books. His latest is “White Fear: How the Browning of America
Is Making White Folks Lose Their Minds.” His other books are: Listening to the Spirit Within:
50 Perspectives on Faith; Speak, Brother! A Black Man’s View of America; and The First:
President Barack Obama’s Road to the White House as originally reported by Roland S.
Martin. 

He has contributed to several others, including Paradox of Loyalty: An African American
Response to the War on Terrorism by Julianne Malveaux; Black Woman Redefined:
Dispelling Myths and Discovering Fulfillment in the Age of Michelle Obama by Sophia
Nelson; Faivish Pewzner New York and Fatherhood: Rising to the Ultimate Challenge by
Etan Thomas and Nick Chiles. 

Martin is a sought-after international speaker, delivering speeches and lectures to
numerous groups annually, electrifying audiences with his deep understanding of history,
politics and culture. He has been named four times by Ebony Magazine as one of the 150
Most Influential African Americans in the United States. 

When Jet Magazine readers voted in 2012 for who is “King of the Hill” in terms of who they
turn to on issues of concern to African Americans, Martin came on top, ahead of the likes of
the Rev. Al Sharpton and Donna Brazile. NewsOne.com named as the number one Black
pundit in the country; and he has been named several times to The Root 100, their annual
list of influential African Americans. 

In October 2022, Martin was named a Fellow of the Society of Professional Journalists, the
organization’s highest honor. In December 2021, he was inducted as the youngest living
member of the National Association of Black Journalists Hall Of Fame. In 2008, he was also
inducted into the Texas A&M University Journalism Hall of Honor. 

Over the course of a journalistic career that
has seen him interview multiple U.S.
presidents to the top athletes and
entertainers in Hollywood, Roland S. Martin
is a journalist who has always maintained a
clear sense of his calling in this world. Many
have bestowed upon him the moniker, “The
Voice Of Black America.” 



In his career, Martin has been showered with more than 40 awards for journalistic
excellence, including being named the Journalist of the Year in 2013 by the National
Association of Black Journalists for his extensive focus on voter suppression and other
issues of concern to African Americans during the 2012 election. 

Martin was also awarded the 2008 President’s Award by the National Association of Black
Journalists for his work in multiple media platforms. 
He is a four-time NAACP Image Award winner, including named Best Host for the last two
years. 

Martin spent six years as a contributor for CNN, appearing on numerous shows and earning
accolades near and far for his no-holds honesty, conviction and perspective on various
issues. In 2009, CNN was awarded the Peabody Award for its outstanding 2008 election
coverage, of which Martin was a member of the Best Political Team on Television. 

From 2008 to 2019, Martin was a senior analyst for the Tom Joyner Morning Show, where
his daily segment was heard on more than 100 stations and 8 million people daily. 

Martin has been named one of the top 50 political pundits by the Daily Telegraph in the
United Kingdom, and has appeared numerous times on a variety of American networks, as
well as media outlets in Canada, Columbia, Italy, Australia and South Africa. 
From October 2005 to October 2008, he served as a radio talk show for WVON-AM in
Chicago, first as mid-day host and later as morning drive host. 

He is the former executive editor/general manager of the Chicago Defender, the nation’s
most historic Black newspaper. A digital media pioneer, Martin launched the first Black news
source audio and video podcast in 2005 and 2006 at the Defender. 
He is the former founding news editor for Savoy Magazine under the team of New York-
based Vanguarde Media, and the former founding editor of BlackAmericaWeb.com. 
He previously served as owner/publisher of Dallas-Fort Worth Heritage, a Christian monthly
newspaper. He also has worked as managing editor of the Houston Defender and the Dallas
Weekly, which he led to a number of local, state and national journalism awards. 

Martin has worked as morning drive reporter for KRLD/1080 AM; news director and morning
anchor at KKDA-AM in Dallas; city hall reporter for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram; and
county government and neighbors reporter for the Austin American-Statesman. He has also
written pieces for Ebony and Essence magazines. 

Mr. Martin is a life member of the National Association of Black Journalists; a life member of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc..; and a member of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
He is a board member of the education reform group, 50Can. 
Martin a 1987 graduate of Jack Yates High School-Magnet School of Communications, and a
1991 graduate of Texas A&M University, where he earned a bachelor’s of science degree in
journalism. He has been awarded honorary degrees from Florida Memorial University;
University of Maryland- University College; Lemoyne-Owen College; Lane College; and South
Carolina State University. 

He is married to the Rev. Jacquie Hood Martin, author of “Fulfilled! The Art and Joy of
Balanced Living,” and “Wedded Bliss: A 52-Week Devotional to Balanced Living” and the
children’s book series, “Hannah’s Heart.” They reside in northern Virginia and the Dallas
area. 



Mistress of Ceremonies: Rachelle Legrand

Rachelle Legrand is a 2x Emmy-nominated television host, producer, journalist, and media personality whose work blends compelling

storytelling, entertainment, and community connection. She currently serves as the Executive Producer and Evening Anchor of  The 517

Report at WILX-TV, a groundbreaking new 7 p.m. newscast that marks the first time in WILX history that the station has launched a

newscast in the 7 p.m. hour. In this role, Rachelle helps shape the editorial vision and leads viewers through the day’s biggest stories with

context, clarity, and a conversational approach to news.

Rachelle is also the television co-host and producer of  WILX’s lifestyle show, Studio 10, where she helped build the program into an

award-winning television broadcast. She has played a key role in developing and producing impactful programming, including the show’s

award-winning Black History Month special. She also produced WILX’s award-winning Juneteenth: Unity in the Community special,

highlighting the history, culture, and voices of  the Black community throughout Mid-Michigan. Through her work on Studio 10, Rachelle

has helped create programming that celebrates Michigan communities, local businesses, nonprofits, culture, and compelling human-interest

stories while growing the show’s audience and digital presence.

With an M.A. from Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse School of  Public Communications and a B.A. from Rutgers University, Rachelle’s

expertise spans journalism, broadcasting, television production, entertainment, and media consulting.

Her work has been recognized with two Emmy nominations, and she has contributed to national publications including Sesi Magazine,

American Theatre Magazine, Pure Michigan, and The Haitian Times. She has also interviewed notable figures across entertainment, culture,

and public life, such as Jimmy Fallon, Wacka Flocka Flame, Blair Underwood, Jackie Aina, Mayor Mary Sheffield, Lt. Governor Gilchrist

bringing her signature warmth and personality to conversations with celebrities, authors, artists, and community leaders.

Rachelle’s media journey began as a multimedia reporter and producer for WAER

NPR radio, where she honed her storytelling skills. She later served as an

entertainment correspondent for Juice and Java and as an anchor and reporter for

Mornings on the Hill, Syracuse University’s morning broadcast program. Before

transitioning to television full-time, Rachelle thrived in musical theatre,

performing on stages along the East Coast, including the renowned George

Street Playhouse and ACT of  Connecticut.

Beyond her work in media, Rachelle is passionate about mentorship, service, and

helping the next generation of  creatives and communicators find their voice. She

is a member of  Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Chi Epsilon Omega

Chapter, and uses her platform to support and mentor young professionals

looking to break into the media industry or pivot into fulfilling careers.



Flautist: Brandon Marceal

Flautist Brandon Marceal has swiftly become a standout figure in the realm of progressive jazz
music, infusing his performances with a distinctive essence that resonates deeply with audiences
across the United States. Through his captivating melodies, Marcel doesn't merely play music; he
crafts intricate conversations that traverse musical boundaries, inviting listeners into a realm
brimming with harmonious frequencies and soulful connections. His artistry exudes a soothing and
sensual quality, leaving an indelible mark on those who experience his performances.

An exceptional milestone in Marceal’s journey came when he clinched the title of “Sunday’s Best
Musician; in Ben Tankard’s 2020 competition, an achievement that speaks volumes about his
immense talent. His evocative flute can be heard gracing Tankard’s 2021 release, “Shine”, further
solidifying Marceal’s prominence as an artist. Notably, Marceal’s influence extends beyond genre
confines, as he gracefully infuses Gospel, Contemporary Jazz, and hip-hop/R&B with his unique
touch, earning him a reputation as a musical boundary-pusher.

After dedicating decades to nurturing his passion for the culture, Marceal as honed the art of using
information to give his instrument a voice that mirrors is own personality. His mastery over the flute
transforms into a vessel through which he communicates his emotions and thoughts, forming an
intimate bond with his listeners.

At present, Marceal’s single, “Waay Up”, graces the airwaves
of SiriusXM Watercolors and local jazz radio stations,
cementing his presence in the music scene. With every note he
plays, Brandon Marceal continues to reshape and redefine
the boundaries of contemporary jazz, leaving an indelible
imprint on the hearts and minds of those who encounter his
music.
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Mission of NAACP 
Our mission is to achieve equity, political rights, and
social inclusion by advancing policies and practices
that expand human and civil rights, eliminate
discrimination, and accelerate the well-being, education,
and economic security of Black people and all persons
of color. 

Vision Statement of NAACP 
We envision an inclusive community rooted in
liberation where all persons can exercise their civil
and human rights without discrimination. We are
committed to a world without racism where Black
people enjoy equitable opportunities in thriving
communities. 



CALL TO ACTION 
The NAACP’s current call to action centers on protecting voting
rights, mobilizing communities, and pushing Congress to reject
harmful policies such as the SAVE Act, ICE funding increases,

and attacks on civil rights. 

Overview 
The NAACP issues ongoing calls to action urging individuals to

engage in civic participation, defend our political power, and oppose
legislation that threatens civil rights. These actions span voting
rights, economic justice, environmental justice, and community

mobilization.

❖ Protect Voting Rights 
❖ Oppose Harmful Federal Policies 
❖ Advance Civil Rights Through Community Mobilization 
❖ Join Issue-Based Advocacy Campaigns 

Key Current Calls to Action 



2026
Award

Recipients



 Eric and Wendi King, Poppa’s Cookbook LLC 
Poppa’s Cookbook, LLC is a family-owned Lansing business founded by Eric and Wendi King

with a simple belief: good food has the power to bring people together, strengthen
community, and care for those who need it most.

The inspiration behind Poppa’s Cookbook began long before the business had a name. Eric
King’s love of cooking was rooted in family, tradition, and recipes passed down through

generations. Affectionately known as “Poppa” by his grandchildren, Eric turned that love of
cooking into Poppa’s Cookbook, officially launching the business in 2024. With Eric leading the
kitchen and Wendi helping guide the business, community outreach, promotion, and mission,

Poppa’s Cookbook quickly became about much more than serving meals.
At the heart of the business is Pay It Forward with Poppa, an ongoing community initiative
created to help ensure that the ability to pay never determines whether someone can eat.
Through the program, customers and community supporters donate meals that Poppa’s

Cookbook provides free of charge to individuals experiencing homelessness and others in
need. No complicated process and no judgment—just a hot meal prepared and served with
dignity. Through the generosity of others and the commitment of Poppa’s Cookbook, the

program has allowed the Kings to make feeding their community part of the everyday mission
of their business.

Poppa’s Cookbook has also served as a place of opportunity and inclusion. Through its
partnership with ABLE Allies, a nonprofit co-founded by Wendi and her daughter Erin, adults
with disabilities have been provided opportunities to develop job-readiness, kitchen, catering,
social, and independent-living skills in real community settings. For Eric and Wendi, inclusion

means more than simply being welcomed—it means having meaningful opportunities to
participate, contribute, learn, and belong.

The Kings have consistently used Poppa’s Cookbook as a vehicle to support the Lansing
community. Whether providing meals, supporting local organizations and fundraising efforts,

creating opportunities for adults with disabilities, partnering with community groups, or
simply making sure someone who is hungry has something to eat, their philosophy has

remained the same: serve people first.
Although Poppa’s Cookbook recently transitioned from daily restaurant operations, its work

continues through catering, meal prep, community events, and special Soul Food Sunday
opportunities. The Kings continue to feed those in need for free weekly. Poppa’s Cookbook’s

location may have changed, but the mission has not.
Eric and Wendi believe that a successful business should leave its community better than it

found it. Through Poppa’s Cookbook, they have combined food, family, service, and
compassion into something much larger than a business.

Their guiding message remains simple:
“Fighting hunger—one plate at a time.”

 

Commmunity Service Award 



Doris Copedge
Born to Horace and Evergreen Bonham, and raised alongside her sister and four brothers, Doris
Copedge learned early the values of family, perseverance, and community. For 41 years, she has
shared a devoted marriage with Dale Copedge, and together they have raised three children -
Salihah (Ramone), Dulles, and Rashard - and built a legacy that continues through her beloved

grandchildren - Ramona, Nehemiah, Nadae, and Josiah. A proud Silver Life Member of the
NAACP, Doris has long been a champion for civil rights and civic engagement. Her leadership as a
youth mentor, her services on the Freedom Fund Dinner committee, and her dedication to voter

mobilization reflect her deep commitment to justice and empowerment. Her spiritual home,
Union Missionary Baptist Church, has been blessed by her faithful service. 

Doris has greeted congregants with warmth, taught Sunday School and Vacation Bible School,
served in Mission, and guided others as a Rooted Facilitator. Her presence has strengthened the
church community in countless ways. Her love of culture and movement flourished through the
Pashami African Dancers, under the mentorship of Dorothy H. Jones. Doris traveled the world -
twice to Africa, to Trinidad, and across the United States - sharing the joy and power of African

dance. Her cherished motto, 
"To Dance is to Live,” continues to embody her spirit.

 Additional past organizations include service with the Fenner Nature Center Board, Jack and Jill
of America, Les Meres & Debutantes, and Girl Scouts of America as a leader.

 Doris’s educational journey began in the Lansing School District, where she attended Main
StreetSchool, Dwight Rich Middle School, and Everett High School. A gifted and active student,
she played basketball, volleyball, and track, while also studying violin and piano. She continued

her education at Michigan State University (Go Green!), earning her degree in Elementary
Education and becoming a proud, lifelong member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated,

where she has remained active for an extraordinary 47 years. 
Doris began her teaching career with the Lansing School District in 1979 and retired in 2023.

During her distinguished career, she mentored college interns, inspired students from
kindergarten through high school, and created memorable learning experiences through

countless field trips, especially the beloved trips to MackinacIsland. Her Lansing roots allowed
her to connect deeply with students, reminding them that success was possible for every child in

her hometown.

Educator of The Year Award 



Thomas E. McCurdy, D.O., FACOOG, (Ret)
Dr. McCurdy is a dedicated physician, military veteran, and civil rights advocate

with a commitment to public service and community health. 
His academic journey began at the University of Notre Dame, where he

completed his undergraduate studies. While teaching high school biology in
Tucson, he earned two master's degrees from the University of Arizona. In 1989,
he received his Doctor of Osteopathy from AT Still University/Kirksville College

of Osteopathic Medicine. He then completed a residency in Obstetrics and
Gynecology at Lansing General Hospital in 1994. 

Following his training, he entered active duty service in the United States Air
Force, serving from 1995 to 2000. In 2000, he accompanied his active-duty
spouse to Bitburg-Spangdahlem Air Bases in Germany. During this time, he

dedicated his skills as a Red Cross volunteer at the Bitburg AB Hospital, earning
the Bitburg Red Cross Volunteer of the Year Award in 2003. 

Upon his wife's retirement from the Air Force in 2008, the couple returned to
Michigan. Driven by a mission to help vulnerable populations, he worked at

several clinics serving the medically underserved in the Grant, Fremont, and
Muskegon areas. He returned to the Lansing area in 2015, transitioning to the
urgent care environment as an OB Emergency Room physician at Allegiance

Health in Jackson, Michigan. He retired from active medical practice in May 2019.
Since retirement, he has channeled his energy into civil rights advocacy, joining

the NAACP in 2021, where he is now a Diamond Life Subscribing member. He
initially contributed his time to the Membership Committee before joining the
Health Committee a year later. He was appointed Chair of the Armed Services
Veterans Affairs Committee in January 2025, followed by his appointment as

Chair of the Health Committee in January 2026. 

Health Advocate of The Year Award 



Lee N. June, PhD
Lee N. June is a native of Manning, South Carolina. He earned a bachelor’s degree from Tuskegee

Institute/now Tuskegee University (biology); Master of Education (rehabilitation counseling),
Master of Arts (clinical psychology), and the Doctor of Philosophy in clinical psychology all from the
University of Illinois- Champaign- Urbana. He also has a certificate in theological studies from the

Interdenominational Theological Seminary (Atlanta, Georgia); did sabbatical study as a special
student at the Duke University Divinity School; and earned the Master of Ministry Leadership
degree from Grand Rapids Theological Seminary (Cornerstone University). He also has been

awarded an Honorary Doctor of Education Degree from Michigan State University. He is a licensed
clinical psychologist in the state of Michigan.

Lee is author, co-author, editor, or co-editor of some 50 publications including journal articles,
book chapters, and seven books, - The Black family: Past Present, and Future (1991), Men to Men (with

Matthew Parker, Sr. (1996), Evangelism and Discipleship in African American Churches (with
Matthew Parker, Sr.- 1999), Counseling for Seemingly Impossible Problems (with Sabrina Black and
Willie Richardson- 2002), Yet With a Steady Beat: The Black Church Through a Psychological and

Biblical Lens (2008), African American Church Leadership: Principles of Effective Ministry and
Community Leadership (with Christopher Mathis (2013) and Man to Man: African American Voice on

Faith, Wisdom, and Perseverance (2025) (with Christopher C. Mathis and Matthew Parker, Sr.) 
Lee retired in August 2025 and is a professor and vice president emeritus, Michigan State University

(Honors College and the Department of Psychology). During his 52-year career at Michigan State
University he served in the following roles: director of the counseling center; senior advisor to the

provost for racial, ethnic and multicultural issues; assistant/associate provost for academic student
services and multicultural issues; vice president for student affairs and services; a core faculty

member in the African American and African Studies Program. 
He has particular interests in the art and science of effective support services delivery to college

students, multicultural psychology, and the psychology of religion and spirituality. He has recently
taught courses entitled “The Psychology of Religion and Spirituality” and

 “Introduction to Multicultural Psychology.”
Among the awards and recognitions received are the Michigan State University Black Student
Alliance Outstanding Administrator Award (2005); the Michigan State University Distinguished

Black Alumni Award (2006); the Michigan State University All University Diversity Life Time
Achievement Award (2006); the Michigan State University Muslim Students Association Recognition

Award (2006); the Greater Lansing Area Club of the National Business Professional Women’s Club
Frederick Douglas Award (2016); and the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Living Legend Award (2025).

Active in his local church (New Mount Calvary Baptist Church) he serves on the ministerial staff and
teaches Sunday school. He also serves as the Dean of the Lansing Area Ministerial Alliance, a

member of the Advisory Council for Our Daily Bread Ministries, member of the Board of Directors
of Free International Missions, chair of the Board of Directors for the Institute for Black Family

Development, former member of the Board of Trustees at Cornerstone University, and is a
Commissioner for the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission of Mid-Michigan.

Lee is married to Shirley Ann Spencer June, and they are the parents of two sons, 
Brian and Stephen.

Lifetime Acheievement Award



Glender Anderson
My name is Glender Anderson, and I have been a dedicated member of the
NAACP for over 30 years. I am proud to be a Silver Life member and Gold

subscribing member of the Lansing Branch, member of Freedom Fund
Committee, and member of Membership Committee where I have spent
decades serving in vital leadership roles. My local executive experience

includes 10 years as a Member-at-Large, four years as First Vice President,
five years as Treasurer, and four years as Assistant Treasurer, and three

years as member of Election Supervisory Committee. 
At the state level, I currently serve as an Area Director for the Michigan

State Conference of the NAACP, an appointment I have held for over four
years. Driven by a deep commitment to the organization's structure and
mission, I also previously served as Sergeant-at-Arms for eight years and

Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms for two years

Outstanding Member Award



Fire Chief Carrie Edwards-Clemons
Chief Carrie Edwards-Clemons is a distinguished public safety leader whose 26-year career in the

fire service has been defined by groundbreaking achievement, unwavering dedication, and
transformative community impact. A graduate of Flint Community Schools, she studied at Jackson

State University before earning her B.A. from the University of Michigan and an M.B.A. in Public
Administration from Columbia Southern University. She is a graduate of the International

Association of Fire Chief’s Fire Service Executive Development Institute and holds the esteemed
Chief Fire Officer (CFO) designation from the Center for Public Safety Excellence.

Carrie began her fire service journey in 1999 as a trainee with the Flint Fire Department. Over more
than two decades, she served as firefighter/paramedic, officer, building inspector, EMS and

Firefighter Instructor, Emergency Vehicle Operator Instructor, Hazardous Materials Technician,
and EMS Coordinator. She made history as Flint’s first female Deputy Fire Chief, retiring after 23

years of dedicated service. Carrie joined the Lansing Fire Department in 2024 as Assistant Chief and
in January 2026, she was appointed Fire Chief Fire by Mayor Andy Schor, becoming the first woman

to lead the department in its 169-year history.
A lifelong advocate for community strength and equity, Carrie’s impact extends far beyond

emergency response. She is widely known for advancing Community Risk Reduction strategies that
bring safety education directly into neighborhoods, schools, and youth organizations. Through her
commitment to teaching fire safety, CPR and First Aid, she has empowered thousands of residents,
especially young people, to become confident, prepared, and capable of saving lives. Her work has

expanded access to emergency preparedness resources in underserved communities and fostered a
culture where public safety is shared, accessible, and collaborative. Carrie’s leadership extends far
beyond her department. She has served on numerous local and national boards. In 2020, she made
history as the first woman elected President of the International Association of Black Professional

Firefighter, Incorporated, guiding the organization with vision, inclusivity, and purpose. 
Her commitment to community uplift is deeply personal. Carrie is a Mentor with Big Brothers Big
Sisters, where she invests in young people through encouragement, advocacy, and example. She

is a Silver Life member of the NAACP Lansing Branch, Life Member of the Jackson State University
Alumni Association, member of Triumph Ebenezer Church, and the Lansing/East Lansing Area MI

Chapter of The Links, Incorporated, organizations through which she supports educational
advancement, civic engagement, and service initiatives.

Chief Carrie Edwards-Clemons is the proud mother of three adult children and grandmother to
five. Her work, leadership, and legacy continue to inspire future generations, especially young

women and youth of color to see themselves as leaders, trailblazers, and capable of shaping their
communities for the better.

Personal Motto: “If I can help somebody as I pass along, then my living shall not be in vain.”

Trailblazer Award



Kelsey Osborne-Garth. Ph.D Candidate 
Kelsey Osborne-Garth is aPh.D. candidate in Political Science at Michigan State University,

where she also holds a master's degree. Her research sits at the intersection of race and ethnic
politics, national identity, and political belonging. Her work asks a foundational question: how
do Black Americans and other marginalized communities understand their place in the United
States, and how does this shape their political participation and sense of national belonging?

Specifically, how do Black Americans express their national identity despite centuries of
discrimination? Her scholarship in these areas has appeared in peer-reviewed academic
journals, and she has brought her expertise into the classroom, teaching political science

courses and mentoring students of color as they navigate research for the first time.
Kelsey's commitment to racial justice extends beyond the academy. As a Black woman raised

outside of Nashville, Tennessee, she grew up near a Confederate plantation and passed its
cotton fields daily. On a school visit to the plantation in her late adolescence, she stood on the
same soil as the enslaved Americans who had labored over it for generations, yet whose names
and stories were absent from the historical narrative. That encounter profoundly affected her

and ignited a commitment to activism that has never left her.
That commitment deepened during her undergraduate years at Lee University in Cleveland,

Tennessee. In the summer of 2020, she organized a petition to relocate a Confederate
monument from its place across from the university's admissions building. Within a month, the
petition had gathered over 11,000 signatures, sparked months of protest, and contributed to the
formation of a local social justice organization. She has carried that same spirit into her service
with the NAACP Lansing Branch, where she has grown from member to Assistant Secretary, a

position she is proud to hold.
For Kelsey, the mission of the NAACP Lansing Branch is a commitment she holds that spans
every aspect of her life. This commitment is rooted in lived experience, carried through her

scholarship, and sustained by the belief that the arc of the moral universe is long, 
but it bends toward justice.

Rising Star Award



Tristan Walker
Tristan Walker is a dedicated young leader, student-athlete, and community

volunteer whose commitment to service and civic engagement continues to make a
positive impact in his community.

A proud member of the NAACP Lansing Youth Council since 2021, Tristan currently
serves as Secretary, a role that reflects his growth, dedication, and leadership within
the organization. Before assuming his current position, Tristan served as Assistant

Secretary for three years, gaining valuable experience in organization,
communication, teamwork, and youth advocacy.

Currently a Junior at Holt High School, He is also a member of the Holt High School
Varsity Football Team, where he has developed important qualities such as

teamwork, perseverance, accountability, and leadership.
Tristan has consistently demonstrated a strong commitment to civic responsibility

through his volunteer work. He has participated in numerous community initiatives,
including voter registration awareness efforts and canvassing in Detroit, community
support activities, and NAACP Freedom Fund dinners. Through these experiences,

Tristan has gained firsthand knowledge of the importance of community involvement
and the power young people have to make a difference.

In 2023, Tristan completed the "7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens" Workshop, further
strengthening his skills in leadership, personal development, communication, goal-

setting, and positive decision-making.
Outside of school and the NAACP, Tristan is an active member of Mount Hope

Church, where he participates as a youth volunteer. His involvement in his church
and community reflects his strong belief in serving others and being a positive

influence among his peers.
Those who know Tristan recognize him as someone who is dependable,

compassionate, and always willing to lend a helping hand. Whether he is serving his
community, supporting his teammates, volunteering through his church, or taking on

responsibilities within the NAACP, Tristan approaches each opportunity with
enthusiasm and a genuine desire to help others.

As he continues his journey through high school, Tristan is building a strong
foundation as a young man committed to leadership, service, education, faith, and

civic engagement. 
His experiences demonstrate that leadership is not simply about holding a title—it is

about showing up, serving others, and being willing to make a difference.

Youth Council’s President’s Award 



Khadja Erickson 
Khadja Erickson is the Executive Director of the Mid-Michigan Tenant Resource

Center (MMTRC), where she has turned a small, underfunded operation into
one of the most trusted and effective forces for housing justice in the Lansing
area. She leads with the conviction that housing is a civil right, not a privilege

extended to those who can prove they deserve it, and she has built both an
organization and a reputation around making that true for people the system

routinely fails. Her tenant defense practice has real teeth, including a landmark
emergency housing ruling for the Dietrich/Fallen Angels encampment and an

injunction and money judgment win at Kristana Mobile Home Park.
Erickson serves as Housing Chair for the NAACP Lansing Branch 3145, and holds

board and executive leadership roles with the Ingham County Continuum of
Care, the Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness, and the Michigan Homeless

Policy Council. She is currently leading statewide advocacy to advance deed
fraud prevention legislation. Under her leadership, MMTRC was also honored

with a Spirit of Detroit Award for its work protecting residents from deed fraud.
Her approach to street outreach has become a model presented to audiences

across the state, and she continues to fight on the ground, from defending
encampments against emergency ordinances to winning tenants their homes

back in court. Central to all of it is a clear conviction: the criminalization of
homelessness and the erosion of tenant protections are civil rights issues,
falling hardest on Black and low-income residents. Fighting for housing is
fighting for equity, and it's the fight Erickson has built her career and her

organization around. She was recognized as PEC's 2026 Peacemaker of the Year
for her work on encampment defense, anti- criminalization advocacy, and

extreme weather outreach.

President’s Award 



Attorney Nicole Evans 
Nicole Evans is an attorney, judicial administrator, public servant, and community advocate whose

distinguished career has been defined by serving others and strengthening the communities in which she
lives and works. For more than two decades, Nicole has dedicated her professional and personal life to
public service, justice, and creating greater access to opportunity. Her career has taken her from court

clerk and probation to municipal government and election administration and, ultimately, judicial
leadership. Today, she serves as Court Administrator for the 54B District Court in East Lansing where she

oversees the operations of a two-judge court, manages a $3.5 million budget, and leads a team of more than
20 employees. In this role, she has championed the public’s access to justice, expanded online services and

court capacity during a time where most municipal institutions were regressing under the strain of COVID-
19, strengthened community engagement in the judicial process, and worked to ensure that the court

remained accessible and responsive to the constituents it serves. 
Nicole's commitment to service is reflected not only in her profession, but in the breadth of her leadership.

She has served as Chair and Vice-Chair of the Representative Assembly of the State Bar of Michigan,
Commissioner for the State Bar of Michigan and as a Director for the Michigan Court Administrators
Association, where she co-founded the Public Trust & Confidence Committee. She is a Fellow of the

Institute for Court Management (ICM) through the National Center for State Courts. Earning the
designation of an ICM Fellow represents the highest tier of achievement court administrators across the

nation. She also holds the distinctions of Certified Court Executive and Certified Court Manager – premier
accreditations for court leaders. Nicole leveraged her expertise to shape professional and ethical standards
at the Michigan Judicial Institute (MJI) by presenting at seminars for court support staff statewide. Nicole’s

educational journey is equally distinguished. 
Nicole earned her Bachelor of Arts from the University of Olivet, a Master of Public Administration 

from Western Michigan University, and her Juris Doctor from Thomas M. Cooley Law School. She has
continued to invest in professional education throughout her career, using that knowledge not simply to
advance professionally, but to improve the institutions and communities she serves. Nicole's character is
her commitment to service beyond the workplace. She has organized and supported expungement and

Road to Restoration clinics in the Greater Lansing area. Specifically, she has organized the 2026 May 1 Law
Day Expungement Clinic in partnership with the East Lansing Public Library, the Lansing Area Road to

Restoration Clinics (2022, 2023, 2025, 2026), and the Mid-Michigan Virtual Expungement Clinic (June 19,
2021). Her efforts have ensured that local area residents can overcome barriers to real opportunities in

employment, education, and housing. 
Nicole’s extensive volunteerism spans over two decades of dedication to her community. She has 

served as a volunteer with Meals on Wheels for 20 years and has a six-year tenure as treasurer for the
Lansing Branch of the NAACP. Additionally, she supports community legal initiatives like Project Salute – a
prominent pro bono legal initiative founded by the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law focused on

helping low-income military veterans navigate federal benefits. In 2013, the Davis Dunning Bar Association
selected Nicole as the recipient of its most prestigious recognition, the President’s Award. She was also

honored with the Distinguished Volunteer Award from the Ingham County Bar Association in 2021. Nicole
has demonstrated that her commitment to others is not occasional or ceremonial but woven into the fabric
of her life. Nicole Evans represents the kind of leadership that understands that service is both a privilege

and a responsibility. Whether she is managing court operations, creating opportunities for expanding
access to justice, supporting her community, or investing in the next generation of professionals, she leads

with purpose, compassion, and an unwavering belief in the power of service. 

President’s Award 
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Patricia Fitzpatrick     Dr. Carolyn Ellis‑Logan, PhD     Barbara Roberts Mason

Eleanor Morrison     Penny Warner

Charles Blockett, Jr.

Johnn T. Boles
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Freddie Dubose

Betty Gilmore
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Myron Freeman

John Wesley Hearns
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Georgia A. Johnson

Norma Champion Jones
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Dr. Thomas McCurdy

Mary Jane McGuire

Catherine M. Millet

Robert H. Moore

Sati A. Nichols

Ronald A. Nichols

Char Parker

Fred R. Porter

J. Rhodes

James Riley, Jr.

Glennard Brent Smith

Gloria Stephens Smith

Linda M. Stober

Glender Anderson

Harry E. Brewington

Melvin C. Coleman

Erika Yvette Daniels

Paula Bonham Daniels

Dr. Robert L. Green

Lettie Green

Brenda Henderson

David Henderson

Brian Jackson

Carrie B. Jackson, PhD
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E. Sharon Banks, PhD
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Marta E. Barron
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Robbin Bell
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Walker Beverly

William L. Black

Willie R. Blair

Henderson Bodiford

David Michael Boles

Flora Boles

Angela Jones Bonham

Cheval Breggins

Jordan Brooks

Leesha Broomes
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Nakia Butler

Reseather Bryant

Charisse Butler

Rishan Butler

Nikian Butler

Delois W. Caldwell

Deanna Cambridge

Eugene L. Cain, PhD

Honorable Judge Clinton Canady, III

Rita Proctor Canady

Cynthia Carnegie

Stuart N. Chavis

Sharon Civils

Honorable Judge Hugh B. Clarke, Jr.

Sally Corwell

Doris Copedge

Dulles Copedge

Marilyn Coulter

R. Jean Davis Culver

Paula Diane Cunningham

Warren Culver

Frank Curtis

Pamela Eaton-Champion

Dr. Patricia A. Edwards

Nicole Evans

Ernest J. Christian

Denise Chrysler

Sally Corwell

Anita Dawson

Ruth E. Dennis, PhD

Honorable Judge Shauna Dunnings

Stuart J. Dunnings, III Esq.

Nathan Engle

Amel Eiland

Belva C. Eiland

Lonnie Eiland, PhD

Robin Etchison

Kathy Fester

Chris S. Fitzpatrick

Nivia Fitzpatrick Greenberg

Delores Freeman

Myron Freeman
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James F. Gill, Jr.

Susan Gill

Betty Thomas Gilkey
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John G. Goodell
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Larry Griffin
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Annette Hasins

Edward Havitz
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Kinda Hearns

Kyle W. Hearns

Dara A. Hearns-Green

Janette F. Henderson

Cordell Henderson

Cheryl S. Henderson

Renee Branch Hill, PhD

Dr. Timothy Hodge
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Jessie Hooper

Kenneth A. Hope
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Martha Hudson

Marquis T. Hudson

Paula G. Humphries
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A Louise Jackson

Martha C. Jackson

R. Jamille Jackson

Robert James

Dorothy J. Jean

James Johnson

H. Lynn Jondahl

Lee June

Clara Kohls
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Janet Smith Lewis

Lizzie Lindsay

Reverend Eddie L. Lloyd
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Judy Martin

Reverend Lila Rose Martin
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Silver Life Members (cont.) 

Silver Life Subscribing Members

Mary Mitchell

David R. Moore

Eddie A. Moore

Marilyn Moore

Winifred Motherwell, Esq.

Claudette Nelson

Beverly Nettles, Esq.

Sati Nichols

Daniel E. Nickerson

James H. Norman

Carrie L. Owens

Robert A. Owens

Charlotte Parker

Joseph Patterson, PhD

Jeannette Patterson

Marion Peatross

Kathy Pennoni Fester

Dr. Eugene Pernell, Jr.

John Porter

Helen Pratt

Paul C. Pratt

Muhammad Qawee

Sonya Sanford Quinney

Carrie Ray

Nanette Lee Reynolds

Gilda Richardson

Ralph Riddle

James Riley, Jr.

Constance Y. Ross, Esq.

Diana Rouse

Gary M. Ruffner

Willie J. Sanders

Selma L. Sanders

Katie See

Dan Segalman

Hugh M. Scott, Sr.

Celeste Shoulders

Ajon H.

E. Mary Stoke

Col. James Stokes

Honorable Judge Wanda Stokes

Jessie Storey-Fry

Calvin E. Sturdivant

Coleman Sudduth

Ramakrishma Surapenini

Edith Suttles

Donald Suttles

Christopher Swope

Vivian L. W. Tansil

Gary L. Taylor

Rossi J Ray-Taylor

Dozier W. Thorton

Dr. Hilton Thomas

Chester Trahan

Gaven Trost

Dr. Lakeeya Tucker

Anita Turner

Doris A. Walker

Beverly Walker, IV

Claudine Walker

Honorable Judge Cynthia Ward

Greg Ward

Michaelle L. Washington

Angela Jones Waters

Clarence F. Weiss

Edward M. Welch

Toni Wheeler

Fred Whiting

Virginia Wiggins

Jason Wilkes

Broderick Williams

Erick Williams

Robert J. Williams

Winston Williams, Jr.

Deborah Winfrey-Keene

Lyman Wing

John Clarke Anderson

 Susan Ferman Anderson

 Johnnie L. Artis

 Natasha Atkinson

 Ron Bacon

 Fonda Brewer

 Roberta Cannon

 Nedra Cannon

 Octavia Cannon

 Dorinda Carter Andrews, Ed.D.

 Donald Chubb

 Kim Coleman

 George Dixie

 Carrie Edwards-Clemons

 Patricia C. Edwards, PhD

 Carlton Evans

 Nicole Evans

 Carmen Fahie

 Glorietta Flakes

David Foreman

 Kirby R. Gibson
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 Rulesha Glover-Payne

 Worsie Gregory

 John Hanley

 Elaine Hardy

 Karen Harris-Parham

 Marcus Jefferson

 Stephan Karpeletes

 Wayne Lynn
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 Mecca Mohamad

 Paula Monroe

 Stanley Monroe

 Charles L. Moore

 Marlon Peatross

 Robert E. Proctor, Esq.

Ida Yvonne Purnell

 Derrick Quinney

 Paulette Carter Scott

 Latoya Scott

 Sheila Scott

 Carol Siemon

 Lori Adams Simon

 Scott Simon

 Sophia Simon

 Oluwaseun Sipeolu (Jolloff)

 Derrell Slaughter

 Charles L. Stephens

 Tyjuan Thirdgill

 Bari Thomas

 Mandi Tobias

 Larry Tucker

 Ruby Wilkes

 Carol Wood
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NAACP 2026 Life Membership (cont.)

Teen Life Members

Larry L. King, Jr. 

Youth Junior Life Members

Youth Bronze Life Members

Youth Junior Life Subscribing Members

Johnathon R. Henderson 

-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

and passionate concern of dedicated individuals.”

goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering, and struggle; the tireless exertions

“Human progress is neither automatic nor inevitable… Every step toward the

Justin Proctor Jade Walker Quentin Yarber-Blodgett

Sarahnell Armour

Callie Elisa Michelle Bailey

Vence L. Bonham

Za'Layah Bradley

Zay'Vion Bradley

Hugh B. Clarke, Jr.

Vivian Fahie

Raevyn Goode

Jeliyah Goode

Kayla Guthrie

Charlyn A. Henderson

Makai Jefferson

Edward Jones

Elijah Jones

Sariyah Jones

Eric Jones, Jr.

Savannah Kimbrough

Andrew Paul Littleton

Skylar Lonzo

Sydney Lonzo

Jude L. McCurtis

Jackson McCurtis

Sunshine L. Morgan Mcintyre, Jr

Hudson Morgan McIntyre

Taylan Purnell

Kendalyn Revis

Georgia Rivers

Michayla Rodriguez

Gabriella R. Stephens

Tristan Walker

Allen Williams

Jazmine Yarber-Blodgett

Maykayla Yarber Blodgett
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Gold Life

Silver Life

Silver Life Subscribing

Diamond Life Subscribing

Les Amies Club

The Esquire Club

Starrs Black & Tan

The Socialites Club

Capitol Lodge Fam

Trinity. A.M.E. Church

Black Catholic Ministry

Forben Cohen Properties

Abood Abood & Rheaume

Friendship Baptist Church

Christian Women’s League

Mount Zion Baptist Church

Jollof Afro Caribbean Lounge

Union Missionary Baptist Church

Lansing/East Lansing Links, Inc.

The Greater Lansing Area Club of NANBPWC, Inc.

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc.®, Epsilon Tau Chapter 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc.®, Sigma Upsilon Chapter

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.® Lansing Alumnae Chapter

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.®, Lansing Alumnae Chapter

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.®, Chi Epsilon Omega Chapter

Organization Memberships
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.®, Kappa Delta Lambda Chapter

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.®, Delta Tau Omega Chapter

Diamond Life

®



NAACP

Gold Life Members

Silver Life Members

Fallen Freedom Fighters
Joy Brown

Robert Brown, Jr.

Jerusha Hutchison Bonham

Stuart J. Dunnings, Jr., Esq

Hugh Faulkner Jones

Diamond Life Members

Georgina Bennett

Georgia L. Brown

Dr. Georgia Johnson

Dr. William C. Bryant

Ruth H. Burton

Wilson J. Caldwell

Dr. Clinton Canady, Jr.

Hortense Golden Canady

Cullen L. Dubose

Helena Dubose

Dr. Matthies Evans, Sr.

Eva L. Evans, PhD

Thelma K. Evans

Joel Ferguson

Loran N. Graham

Thomas S. Gunnings, PhD

Catherine Boggus Harrison

Dr. William Henry Harrison

Christine Hunter

Maxie C. Jackson, Jr., PhD

Dr. Georgia Johnson

Joan Jackson Johnson, PhD

Geraldine Laws

Olivia Letts, Phd

Richard Douglas Letts

Lillian D. Mcfadden, PhD

Lyle E. Mcfadden, Sr.

Cyril A. Mcguire

Marvin Ray

Mildred Richardson

James R. Riley, Sr.

Octavia A. Watts

Rosetta Watts Roberts

Roland Starr

Rosetta West

Josephine Ferguson Wharton

Quintella N. Walker

Dorothy J. Wilson

Rudolph Valentino Wilson

Frederic Abood, Esq.

Wilfred H. Anderson

Dr. Oliver Beamon

Vence L. Bonham, Sr.

Jevelyn Bonner

Elizabeth Brewington

Dr. Wilbur G. Brookover

Wyvonne Brown

Wonza A. Bullock

James W. Butler, III

Lee A. Canady

Reverend Clyde Carnegie, PhD

Ivory Clinton

Lawton Connelly, Sr.

J. William Couch

Donal L. Cross

Warren Culver

Frank S. Curtis X

Honorable Judge John Wayne Davis

Cullen Lanier Dubose, II

Albert Eaton

Lela May Eaton

Belva H. Eiland, PhD

Leo Farhat, Esq.

Deborah C. Fernandez

Horace T. Fletcher

La Verne C. Fluker

Ann P. Fouts

John R. Fouts

John G. Goodell

Mauguerite K. Gooden

Joseph E. Graves, Jr.

Reverend Joseph E. Graves, Sr.

L. Margaret Groves

Charles W. Green, Jr.

Barbara Byrd Gunnings, PhD

®



NAACP Fallen Freedom Fighters (cont.)

Silver Life Members (cont.) 

trouble.”

-John Lewis 

good trouble, necessary

“Never, ever be afraid to

make some noise & get into

Honorable Judge John Wayne Davis

Alice Harding

George Harding

Annette Harding

Edward Havitz

Reverend E.C. Hawkins, Sr.

Honorable David Hollister

Gilbert M. Hill

Georgina Bennett

Georgia L. Brown

Wilson J.Caldwell

Dr. Clinton Canady, Jr.

Hortense Golden Canady

Cullen L. Dubose

Eva L. Evans, PhD

Joel Ferguson

Loran N. Graham

Thomas S. Gunnings, PhD

Catherine Boggus Harrison

Dr. William Henry Harrison

Christine Hunter

Dr. Georgia Johnson

Joan Jackson Johnson

Larry Leatherwood

Gerald Letts

Richard Douglas Letts

Cyril A. Mcguire

Charles Mitchell

Fannie Murchison

Mildred Richardson

Reginald Riddle

James R. Riley, Sr.

Rosetta Watts Roberts

Roland Starr

Doris A. Walker

Octavia A. Watts

Rosetta West

Josephine Ferguson Wharton

Dorothy J. Wilson

Rudolph Valentino Wilson

Gilda F. Richardson

James F. Richardson

Lee V. Richardson, Jr.

Ralph Riddle, Sr.

Reginald Riddle

Roger Roberts

Mattie Robinson

Jesse Rouse

Mahlon S. Sharp

Mattie Simmons

William Simpson

Luther Sims

Mary L. Sims

Frank Spagnuolo

Abel B.Sykes, Phd

Jacqueline Warr

Ernest Washington

Jennie Washington

Michaelle L. Washington

Johnathon Watts

Reverend Mattie Smiley Williams

Virgina Wiggins

Shirley B. Willis

Kevin D. Wilson

®



 
Congratulations to the NAACP Lansing Branch on the

60  Annual Freedom Fund Dinner!!! th

Membership Committee: 
Lori Adams Simon, Chair 

Members: Glender Anderson, Sharon Civils, Nicole Evans, Sunshine Morgan-McIntyre, Sr.,
Harold A. Pope, Jennifer Pope, Charles Stephens, James McCurtis, Jr., President 

The Lansing Branch services the tri-county area of Eaton, Ingham and Clinton.
Discrimination in any form is not limited by geographic location. Representation matters.

Consider joining, renewing, or elevating your membership today. 

There are various membership options for you, your family, and your 
organizations: 
Adult Regular Membership-$30.00 (21 or older) 
Women In the NAACP (WIN)-$10.00 (Current Adult Members only) 
Silver Life Membership - $1000 (or $100 per year for 10 years) 
Gold Life Membership - $2000 (or $200 per year for 10 years) 
Diamond Life Membership - $3000 (or $300 per year for 10 years) 
Premier-$5000 or 10 annual payments of $500 
Corporate Membership-$7500 (Current $5,000) 
Executive/Presidential-$10,000 
Junior Life Members (Age Up to age 13)-$100.00 or annual installments of $25.00+
Bronze Life Members (Age 14-20) -$400.00 or annual installments of $80.00+
Youth Council-$10.00 (Up to age 25) 

The Adult membership meeting is held monthly on the 1st Sunday at 4:00 pm. 

NAACP Lansing Branch #3145-B
Naacplansing.org

membership@naacplansing.org 
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Proud 
to support the
NAACP
Lansing Branch,
as they
celebrate their
60th Annual
Freedom Fund
Dinner
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Lansing Community College prohibits sex discrimination in any
educational program or activity that it operates. Individuals may 
report concerns or questions to the Title IX Coordinator. The notice of
nondiscrimination is located at lcc.edu/consumer-information/equal.html.

changemakers.lcc.edu

Add a
Legacy

 As we celebrate 60 years of the 
Freedom Fund and the enduring
pursuit of justice and equity, we’re
reminded that every generation
has its changemakers. 
Add to the legacy by nominating someone for
recognition at The Changemakers Center or
contributing artifacts and stories that preserve 
the African American history of our city.







With Deep Respect & Gratitude
We Proudly Support the Lansing NAACP’s

60
 

th

FREEDOM FUND CELEBRATION

On behalf of the Lansing City Council, we proudly celebrate the 60  Freedom

Fund Celebration and the Lansing NAACP's long, unwavering leadership in

advancing justice, equity, and opportunity for every resident of our city. Your

legacy has shaped Lansing for generations, and we are honored to stand with

you as you continue that work for generations to come.

th



Black communities across Michigan have too often been an afterthought
in federal policy with promised investment that arrives late, falls short,
or comes with no way to measure whether it actually made a difference. 

Abdul’s THRIVE Agenda sets a different standard: real accountability 
and measurable results.

To learn more about Abdul El-Sayed and the Thrive Agenda, visit www.AbdulForSenate.com

Abdul studied to be a doctor – but realized it
was our broken politics that was making people
sick. Abdul has dedicated his entire career to
building government agencies that actually 
work for Michiganders. He is running for the 
U.S. Senate because he believes life in America
shouldn’t be this hard, and as your Senator, 
Abdul will fight to build a government that 
works for you, not Elon Musk, Donald Trump, or
their billionaire friends. Abdul is running for U.S.
Senate because life in Michigan shouldn’t be this
hard – or this expensive. After a successful career
of making government work for Michiganders, he
wants to take his vision to Washington and make
the United States Senate work for you. 

He rebuilt Detroit’s Health Department 
after bankruptcy. Then he restructured Wayne
County’s Department of Health, Human & 

Veterans Services, serving 1.8 million Michiganders
in the state’s largest and most diverse county. 
As a public servant, Abdul secured free glasses 
for kids who needed them, removed lead from
Detroit’s elementary schools, took on Michigan’s
biggest polluters, and made life-saving Narcan
universally accessible. He also spearheaded a
program that will cancel up to $700 million in
medical debt for 300,000 Michiganders over 
2 years.

THRIVE



Access to Capital 
& Minority Business Growth

Affordable Housing 
& Homeownership

90-Day Housing Access 
for Veterans & Families

Healthy Mothers, Healthy 
Babies, & Reducing 
Infant Mortality

Education & Workforce 
Pipeline

Environmental Justice 
& Clean Water Infrastructure

Improving Health 
& Access to Care

Voting Rights 
& Civic Infrastructure
Federal investment should reach all of our communities and deliver real results.

THRIVE Transforming housing, resources,
infrastructure, value & economic 

opportunities.

To learn more about Abdul El-Sayed and the
visit www.AbdulForSenate.com

THRIVE Agenda,

PAID FOR BY ABDUL FOR U.S. SENATE



Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham 
Counties (CMHA-CEI) is a public agency serving people in Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham

Counties. As a Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC) Expansion Grantee,
CMHA-CEI provides a comprehensive set of services used to increase access to care, support

people in crisis, and provide treatment for those with the most serious and complex 
behavioral health needs regardless of insurance coverage.

ceicmh.org

NOW
OPEN

!

Community Mental Health Authority of
Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham counties is 
proud to sponsor the Lansing Branch
NAACP’s 60th Freedom Fund Celebration: 

“We the People!”

The Crisis Care Center brings several established CMHA-CEI programs that
previously operated from different locations all in one place. 

Adult Crisis Services and Youth Crisis Services moved to the center in
June, followed by the Bridges Crisis Residential Unit in July and The

Recovery Center in August. Still in the works, the center will also add the
community’s first Crisis Stabilization Units with dedicated specialized 

short-term care for youths and adults

Those experiencing a mental or behavioral health crisis, please contact:
Adult Crisis Services at 517-346-8460 

Children’s Crisis Services at 517-346-8008 

2900 Stabler St., Lansing, MI 48910







Congratulations to the NAACP on
your 60th Freedom Fund Dinner!

Rev. Dr. Stan & Charlotte Parker

1001 Dakin St, Lansing





MESSA believes the hardworking people who care for our children, 
our schools and our communities deserve exceptional health benefits 
and unmatched personal service.

NAACP Lansing Branch on your historic 
60  Annual Freedom Fund Dinner!th

Congratulations

messa.org









A Credit Union
for Everyone

 At CASE Credit Union, we believe financial 

opportunity should be for everyone. As a proud
CDFI-designated credit union, we invest directly in
underserved communities with affordable
financial solutions, education, and outreach that
help families build wealth and break down
barriers.
Insured by NCUA. Equal Opportunity Lender. Join today



Soul Food
 WHERE GOOD PEOPLE MEET

 
BREAKFAST

 

OMELETS 
Made with three eggs & cheese, served
with home fries & toast - $8.75 
add meat orvegetables - .90 ea. Item 
 
FARMERS

 

MEAT LOVERS 

Ham, bacon, sausage & cheese - $12.00 

VEGETARIAN 

Green peppers, tomatoes, mushrooms - $11.25 

WAFFLES

CLASSICS

DRINKS
 

ALA CARTE
 

CHICKEN & WAFFLE - $9.95
 3 wings fried 

FISH & WAFFLE – $11.50
FISH & GRITS - $11.95

 
PORK CHOPS & WAFFLE - $10.50

 

Ham, onions, homefries & cheese - $11.50 

Orange Juice - $3.00
Cranberry Juice - $3.00
Grapefruit - $3.00
Coffee - $2.25

ONEEGG - $2.50 
TOAST - $1.25
HOME FRIES - $2.50
HAM, BACON OR SAUSAGE - $3.25
GRITS - $2.75
PANCAKES (2) - 3.75

(1) One egg & Toast - $3.50 
(3) One egg, choice of meat & toast - $5.75 

(2) Two eggs & Toast - $5.50
(4) Two eggs, home fries & toast - $7.75

(5) Two eggs, choice of meat, home fries & toast - $9.25
(6) Two eggs, choice of meat, & home fries, grits & toast - $10.25 

(7) Grilled Shrimp & grits with toast - $10.95

 Choice of Catfish,Whiting orCod

 1 pork chop breaded and deep fried

Monday • Thursday
9 AM - 10 PM

Friday & Saturday
9 AM – 11 PM 

CARRY OUT AVAILABLE
517-323-7122

2510 N.MartinLutherKingBlvd.,Lansing 

www.gregoryslansing.com

 forOpen

Breakfast ,  Lunch

& Dinner

Congratulations NAACP on 
the 60th Freedom Fund Celebration



YOUR
VOICE
BUILDS
CHANGE.

 

Federally Insured by NCUA

Visit lafcu.com

YOUR VOICE MATTERS.
YOUR VOTE MATTERS.



More than 1 in 2 Black women experience intimate
partner violence (IPV) in their lifetime.

Nearly 3 in 10 women killed by intimate partners are
Black women, despite comprising a much smaller
share of the population.

About 2 in 3 female intimate-partner homicides 
involve a firearm.

Nearly 6 in 10 pregnant women 
killed by homicide are Black
women.

www.mcedsv.org

October is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month

Get Help.

Give Help. 
Together let’s move
from awareness 
to action.



Congratulations 
NAACP Lansing Branch 

Celebrating your 60
Freedom Fund Dinner 

th

 
Maria Van Core, President 

Stephanie Brown, Vice President 
Marta M. Bobillo, Treasurer 

Elva Reyes, Recording Secretary 
Israel DeGree, Sergeant at Arms 

Trustees 
Eileen Brooker, Lorenzo Lopez, Juan P. Villastrigo 



NAACP LANSING
 

Friendship Baptist Church

Rev. Matthew L. Alexander, Senior Pastor
2912 Pleasant Grove Rd. Lansing, MI 48910

CONGRATULATES

WORSHIP WITH US!

TH6O      
FREEDOM FUND DINNER

“WE THE PEOPLE”

ON ITS

Sunday School:
9:30 AM

Worship Service:
11:00 AM



Is it time to take a detour? 
Join the MDOT Small Business Program (SBP). 

Take your company down the road to better success!

Are you: 
1. An independent for-profit business?*
2. Located in the United States or U.S. territories?
3. Majority owner (51 percent or more) who is a U.S. citizen or legal 

permanent U.S. resident?
4. Able to perform work for the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT)?**

If you have answered yes to these questions, MDOT is looking for you to join the
MDOT SBP, where contracting opportunities in horizontal construction are available.

MDOT work includes but is not limited to:
Construction Repair of Bridges and 
Special Structures
Concrete Paving and Repair
Construction Inspection and Testing
Excavation
Fencing
Grading and Draining Structures

Guardrails
Outdoor Electrical Work
Pavement Marking
Road Construction
Seeding, Sodding and Erosion Control
Surveying
Trucking

For more information, please contact the MDOT Office of Business Development team at
MDOT-SBP@Michigan.gov or scan the QR code to access the SBP website and SBP
application.

www.Michigan.gov/MDOT/Business/Contractors/SBP

 

* SBA size standards and other credentials are mandatory.
** Prequalificationmay be required. 
If you require assistance accessing this
information or require it in an alternative
format, contact the Michigan Department
of Transportation’s (MDOT) Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator at
Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA.

Created by MDOT Graphics \OFFICES\BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT\DBE-SBP\DBE Flyers\2025\Recruitment (12/25 CJ)



PHI BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY, INC.
EPSILON TAU SIGMA CHAPTER • LANSING, MICHIGAN

PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE

NAACP FREEDOM
FUND DINNER
LANSING, MICHIGAN

Standing together in the pursuit of justice, opportunity, 
and freedom.

BROTHERHOOD • SCHOLARSHIP • SERVICE
 

CultureforService • ServiceforHumanity



















Glad to be part of the 60th Annual 
Lansing NAACP Freedom Fund Celebraon 

(517) 483-4131 

The Clerk’s Office Services Include: 

�
�
�
�
�
�

Voter Registraon
Elecon Administraon
Passport Acceptance
Notary Public
Business Licensing
City Records

The Lansing City Clerk’s Office
works to bring Truth, Justice and

Compassion to our Elections.

CHRIS SWOPE
LANSING CITY CLERK

LansingVotes.gov 











42 Annual nd 

MLK Day of

Celebration

Scholarship, Essay

and Art Contest 

details coming soon!

Save the Date





More than 1 in 2 Black women experience intimate
partner violence (IPV) in their lifetime.

Nearly 3 in 10 women killed by intimate partners are
Black women, despite comprising a much smaller
share of the population.

About 2 in 3 female intimate-partner homicides 
involve a firearm.

Nearly 6 in 10 pregnant women 
killed by homicide are Black
women.

www.mcedsv.org

October is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month

Get Help.

Give Help. 
Together let’s move
from awareness 
to action.
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We Congratulate the Lansing Branch NAACP
on your 60  Freedom Fundraiser dinner th

Greater Lansing Area Club of the NANBPWC, Inc.
Sharon Civils, Club President 
P.O. Box 14035 ~ Lansing, MI 48901 

 
glac-nanbpwc.org glacnbpwc@gmail.com 

The GreaterLansing Area NBPW Club, Inc. 

Congratulations on your Successful
NAACP 60  Freedom Fund

Celebration 
th

 
Friendship House of Prayer Baptist Church 

Reverend Dr. Jeffery A.Lang, Senior Pastor 

4301S.WaverlyRoad Lansing, MI 48911
517-528-6210 

Sunday School– 8:45 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service – 10:00 a.m.

Bible Study – 12:30p.m. - Wednesdays
Prayer meeting – 5:00p.m. - Wednesdays 

We Congratulate the Lansing Branch NAACP
on your 60  Freedom Fundraiser dinner th

Greater Lansing Area Club of the NANBPWC, Inc.
Sharon Civils, Club President 
P.O. Box 14035 ~ Lansing, MI 48901 

 
glac-nanbpwc.org glacnbpwc@gmail.com 

The GreaterLansing Area NBPW Club, Inc. 

Congratulations on your Successful
NAACP 60  Freedom Fund

Celebration 
th

 
Friendship House of Prayer Baptist Church 

Reverend Dr. Jeffery A.Lang, Senior Pastor 

4301S.WaverlyRoad Lansing, MI 48911
517-528-6210 

Sunday School– 8:45 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service – 10:00 a.m.

Bible Study – 12:30p.m. - Wednesdays
Prayer meeting – 5:00p.m. - Wednesdays 

We Congratulate the Lansing Branch NAACP
on your 60  Freedom Fundraiser dinner th

Greater Lansing Area Club of the NANBPWC, Inc.
Sharon Civils, Club President 
P.O. Box 14035 ~ Lansing, MI 48901 

 
glac-nanbpwc.org glacnbpwc@gmail.com 

The GreaterLansing Area NBPW Club, Inc. 

Congratulations on your Successful
NAACP 60  Freedom Fund

Celebration 
th

 
Friendship House of Prayer Baptist Church 

Reverend Dr. Jeffery A.Lang, Senior Pastor 

4301S.WaverlyRoad Lansing, MI 48911
517-528-6210 

Sunday School– 8:45 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service – 10:00 a.m.

Bible Study – 12:30p.m. - Wednesdays
Prayer meeting – 5:00p.m. - Wednesdays 



 Lansing Alumnae Chapter
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Congratulates NAACP Lansing
 on hosting your 60th Freedom Fund Dinner!

Toya Pruitt - President
Constance Ross - Vice President

Kenda Tibbs - Recording Secretary
Lori Adams Simon - Treasurer

Tracie Webb - Assistant Treasurer
TaShara Francis-Brown - Financial Secretary

Genevieve Fischre - Assistant Financial Secretary
Linda Goings - Corresponding Secretary

Cordree McConnell - Parliamentarian
Charmaine Shellman - Journalist
Sameerah Shareef - Chaplain
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e family. 

Congratulations,Glender Anderson! 
Most Outstanding Member Lansing Branch NAACP 

“Strength, leadership, and love wrapped into
one remarkable woman.” 

With all our love and pride. 

Angie, Reggie (Janice), Latoya (Tracey), Quisha, Jason

(Andrea), and the entire family. 

We celebrate your unwavering dedication to justice,
community, and equality. Your Lansing NAACP family
honors your hard work, but your biggest fans will always
be the ones who know you best. 

e family. 
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UAW 

EST. 1939

AVANCEZ • GM • RYDERLOCAL 652

Empowering 
workers & changing 

lives
 

426 CLARE STREET

LANSING, MI 48917

LENA WYETH 
VICE PRESIDENT

MATTHEW SCHNEIDER

SCOTT  R .  LOUNDS
PRES IDENT

 FINANCIAL SECRETARY

TINA ANDERSON
RECORDING SECRETARY

ALLIED UNION SERVICES



Providing Insurance and Financial Services
State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Stacy Lewis, Agent
CLU ChFC® ®

4020 S Cedar St
Lansing, MI 48910-4500
Bus: 517-887-1777 Fax: 517-882-2842
www.stacy-lewis.com

Patron Advertisments 
Shirley Boram

Fonda Brewer

Sharon Civils

Cynthia Haynes

Mable Jennings

Samuel Johnson

Rita LaMoreaux

Donna Pitre

Ione Taylor

Jennifer Willis



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Congratulations 

NAACP Lansing Branch 
On the 60  Annual Freedom Fund Dinner th

BUILDING A STRONGER COMMUNITY TOGETHER 
Be Part of the Vision. Be Part of the Growth. 
The Economic Development Committee is dedicated to creating opportunities, supporting local
businesses, attracting investment, and strengthening our community's future. 

What We Focus On 
Business Growth & Retention 
Job Creation & Workforce Development
Community Revitalization 
Economic Investment Opportunities
Strategic Planning for Sustainable Growth
Partnerships with Local Organizations 








